
October 18, 2026 
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

 
 
       

 
                                                     

Christ’s Lutheran Church 
700 East Pennsylvania Avenue 

Oreland, Pennsylvania 
 

Regular Worship Schedule 10:30 am 
 

 

 
Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

connects individuals to God, each other, and the community. 
 



 2 

 
 

Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish 
divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them 
to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to 
God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is 
to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of 
God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake 
of the world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Prelude                                                                              
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth.  Amen. 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.   Amen. 
 
Today’s Music: Of the more than 6,000 hymns that were written by 
Charles Wesley, “Ye Servants of God” is among his finest, written in 
1744.  He is considered to be the greatest hymn writer of all time.  The 
stirring words are said to reveal his strong character and zealous 
spirit.  The text “is a hymn of thankful praise to Christ for his victorious 
reign and for providing salvation for his people.”  It calls for believers “to 
boldly proclaim the gospel and recognize the universal lordship of 
Christ.”  The hymn tune is attributed to Joseph Haydn.   
 
Gathering Song                              ELW # 825 | You Servants of God 

                                                                                                

 
Greeting                                                                       
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
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Kyrie                                                                         ELW Setting Four 
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This is the Feast                                                      ELW Setting Four 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us 
live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed 
by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading                                                                    Isaiah 45:1-7 
                                         
A reading from Isaiah, chapter 45. 
  
 1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and to strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2 I will go before you 
  and level the mountains; 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron; 
 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name; 
  I give you a title, though you do not know me. 
 5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
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  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
 7 I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the LORD do all these things.  
 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 96:1-13                                                 Lord God, You Love Us                                                                                                  
    

The congregation will sing the following response: 

  
      1 Sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2 Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 3 Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods.                                    Response 
 
 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
 6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.            Response 
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     9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
 10 Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will 
judge the peoples with equity.” 
 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all 
that is therein. 
 12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming,  
O LORD, for you come to judge the earth. 
 13 You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth.                                      Response 
 
Second Reading                                             1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
                                                   
A reading from First Thessalonians, chapter 1.  
 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ:  Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in 
our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your 
work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that 
he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you 
not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be 
among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy from the 
Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your 
faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak 
about it. 9 For they report about us what kind of welcome we had 
among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and 
true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand in body or spirit. 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                         Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
(sing twice)                                                                             ELW # 172                                                 

 
The Holy Gospel                                                      Matthew 22:15-22 
                                      
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.    
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. 
16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 
“Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not 
regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful 
to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, 
said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me 
the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he 
said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, 
“Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they 
heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.                                            
 

 
Please be seated. 
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Children’s Message                                                        Becca Shelor 
 
A Moment of Prayer                                                    Holy, Holy, Holy 
                                                                                               ELW # 473 

 
The Message                                                        Pastor Axel Kaegler                                                  

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 
in the beginning, is now and every shall be.  
Amen.                                     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day                                                 Build a Longer Table 
                                                                                             ACS # 1062 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

Together let us confess our common faith in the words of the  
Apostles’ Creed.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
                                 Please be seated. 

 
Sara Melton                                                                 Power Interfaith 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the 
church and the world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the 
gospel. Give your spirit of love to seminarians and those beginning 
their lives in ordained ministry, especially Ken and Rich. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the 
abundant life within them and sustain all those who work to preserve 
them. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of 
authority around the world, that they act with compassion, seeking the 
good of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading 
environments. Grant them safety and courage, and heal all those who 
are injured, sick, or suffering. We pray especially for Pat, Patty, 
Michael, the Bach family, the Curtis and Davenport families, the 
Duncan family and the Geist family. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the 
church. Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken 
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

 
Please be seated.  

 
Musical Offering             “The Gospel Light”                     McDonald 
 

“Send the light, the blessed gospel light; 
let it shine from shore to shore! 

There are souls to rescue, there are souls to save; 
send the light! Send the light! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand. 
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Offertory Hymn                                                    Jesus, Lamb of God 
(sing twice)                                                                           W & P # 76 

 
Offering Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Gracious God, you have been faithful to our ancestors, bringing us 
throughout time to this very day 
Beyond our divisions, you remind us that we are all kindred in your 
eyes 
We are better together. 
 
You have given us all we need to trust in your abundance, to live 
generous lives, and recognize that your good work is done best in 
communion with you and one another 
We are better together. 
 

And so in service to our neighbor, in love for all creation, 
and in proclamation of your good news for all: 
We are better together. 
 

Bless these gifts we’ve gathered, help us to remember all you have 
done, give us vision for all we can do, honest commitment to the call 
you’ve placed before us, and sincere trust that we can rely on your 
grace and sufficiency. Let us be your people, and serve the world in 
love as you first loved us.   
Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving                                                 ELW Setting Four 
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Preface                                                                     ELW Setting Four 
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Holy, Holy, Holy                                                       ELW Setting Four 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Lord’s Prayer  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Welcome to Holy Communion!  
 
We confess in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the holy meal. If 
you need Jesus - we won’t keep you from Him. You are invited to 
share in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus through the 
sacraments. 
 
Following the usher’s instructions, you’re welcome to come down the 
center aisle. You’ll be offered a small cup. Empty ones will be filled 
with wine, pre-filled ones contain juice. After getting a cup, please step 
forward to receive the bread. Gluten-free bread is available beside the 
cups. Once you have received the bread, step toward the wine chalice 
on the same side as your pew to receive wine in your empty cup or a 
blessing on your pre-filled juice cup. Used cups should be deposited in 
the basket. Please return to your pew by the side aisle. 
 
Anyone who doesn’t wish to receive communion, but does wish to be 
included is welcome to receive a blessing instead. Please indicate this 
by crossing your arms over your shoulders. If you’re coming up with 
children, please tell the pastor whether they will commune, or receive a 
blessing. If mobility requires communion to be brought to you, please 
wave to an usher so we can bring you communion. 
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Lamb of God                                                            ELW Setting Four 

 
Communion Hymn                                  Take My Life, That I May Be 
                                                                                              ELW # 685 
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Please stand. 
 

Post Communion Blessing 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace.   
Amen.  
 
Post Communion Song                                                 Cares Chorus                                                           

 

 
Prayer after Communion 
  

Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.   
Amen. 
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Blessing  
 

The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus.   
Amen. 
 

The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit.   
Amen. 
 
The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever.   

 
            A   -   men,       a   -    men,       a       -              -         men.  
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The Sending Song                             God of Grace and God of Glory 
                                                                                               ELW # 705 

                                

 
Dismissal  
 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.    
Thanks be to God. 
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Your Prayers Are Invited 
 

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. 
Those who are listed for longer than 6 weeks can be found on the 
long-term prayer list through the link in the weekly e-news or the 
monthly Link newsletters. To add a name to the prayer list or provide 
an update, please contact the office.   
 
Bach Family 
Patty Dijenno 
Michael Glatfelter (UniLu) 
Pat Hallman 
 
We remember in prayer the family and friends of Deacon Ethel Geist 
who died on October 7.  May her loved ones be comforted by the 
promise and hope of the resurrection.  

 
 

The flowers on the altar today have been sponsored by 
Mike and Betty Messer 

in celebration of Elizabeth’s wedding! 
 
 
 
 

                              Online Giving 
 

  To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s   
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church   
in America, you may use this QR code to access our   
site for secure online giving. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.  
Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973 
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

 

Ministers                                                The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                   Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                        Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                               Ken Selinger 
Piano Accompaniment                                                                   Betsy Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                              Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                              Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                   Pete Carr 
 
Assisting Minister                                                                              John Frantz 
Communion Assistant(s)                                               Sue Frantz, John Frantz 
Soundboard                                         Diane Polis, Jon Rasmussen, John Frantz 
Livestream                                             Rick Daniels, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counter(s)                                                                                        Lori Stevens 
Altar Guild                                                             Sue Frantz, Carol Christensen 
Closer                                                                                        George Vermeire 
Assisting Minister next Sunday                                                          Paul Zieger           
 
Upcoming Altar Guild: October 25 (Reformation)                            Linda Daniels 
 

This Week at CLC! 
 

Sunday            9:00 am                                                 Family Tables (chapel) 
                         9:00 am                                                            Choir Rehearsal       
                       10:30 am                                           Worship at CLC and online 
                       11:45 am                          Worship Servant Training (sanctuary) 
 
Monday           9:30 am                                                   Monday Morning Men                               
                       10:00 am – 6:00 pm                               PBJ Collection (chapel) 
                         7:30 pm                                                Boy Scout Troop 1 (PH) 
 
Tuesday          9:00 am – 10:45 am                              PBJ Collection (chapel) 
                        6:00 pm                                                             Webelos I (200) 
                        7:00 pm                                                            Bear Cubs (203) 
      
Wednesday  10:00 am                                                           Bible Study (200) 
                        6:00 pm                                                            Webelos II (200) 
                        7:00 pm                                                                          AA (PH) 
 
Thursday        7:00 pm                                                           Book Group (200)  
 
Friday              8:00 pm                                                                        AA (200) 
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