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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
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Oreland, Pennsylvania

Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
connects individuals to God, each other, and the community.




Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church!

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in
the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on
the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is |; do not
be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of
scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God
grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to
others.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,




and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Gathering Song We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus
ELW # 451

1 We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa - ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,

that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je-sus who is ris - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;

And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past
as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will all be e - u - mnt-ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end - ing. . . .. A - men.

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us
to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and
daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
Presentation

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death
by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit
we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the
body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we
grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.

Sponsors: We present Noah James Poltash and Micah Van Cao
Poltash for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to have Noah and Micah baptized into Christ?

Parents: | do.

As you bring Noah and Micah to receive the gift of baptism, you are
entrusted with responsibilities:

to live with them among God's faithful people,
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,

and the Ten Commandments,

place in their hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture them in faith and prayer,

so that your children may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
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care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Noah and Micah grow in the Christian faith and
life?

Parents: | do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Noah and Micah in the Christian
faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in
the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?

Sponsors: | do.

People of God, do you promise to support Noah and Micah and pray
for them in their new lives in Christ?
We do.

Please stand.
Profession of Faith

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess
the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
| renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Please be seated.
Thanksgiving at the Font

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth
life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of
Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin
and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who
are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.



Baptism

Noah James Poltash, | baptize you in the name of the Father and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Micah Van Cao Poltash, | baptize you in the name of the Father and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and
raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Noah and Micah with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence,
both now and forever.

Amen.

Noah, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

Micah, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we

share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing
God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.



Baptismal Hymn ELW # 444 | Cradling Children in His Arm
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Text: Nikolai . 8. Grundivig, 1783-1872; tr. Johannes H. V. Knudsen, 1902-1982
Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn, 1490-1547
Text @ 1976 Johannes H. V. Knudsen, admin. Augshurg Fortress.

Presentation of New Members
Address and Questions

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share
in the mission of God. We are called to live among God'’s faithful
people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to
serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for
justice and peace in all the earth.

Natalie and Michael, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your
baptism among God’s people in this place?

Natalie and Michael: | do, and | ask God to help and guide me.



People of God, do you promise to support and pray
for these new members in their life in Christ?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Welcome
Let us welcome Natalie and Michael to this community of faith.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading 1 Kings 19:9-18
A reading from First Kings, chapter 19.

° At Horeb, the mount of God,Elijah came to a cave and spent the night
there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?” '°He answered, “I have been very zealous for
the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

""He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for
the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong
that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before
the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, ' and after the
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a
sound of sheer silence. "> When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in
his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” "*He answered, “| have been very zealous for the LORD, the
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” "® Then
the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
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Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over
Aram. '® Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel,
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place. ' Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael,
Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha
shall kill. "®Yet | will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that
have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 85:8-13 DATH # 18 | From the Fullness of God

The congregation will sing the following response:
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&1 will listen to what the LORD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn
their hearts to you.
®Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land. Response

'0 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
" Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
'2The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
¥ Righteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway. Response
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Second Reading Romans 10:5-15
A reading from Romans, chapter 10.

°Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law,
that “the person who does these things will live by them.” © But the
righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart,
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) ” “or
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead). ®But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ° because if you confess
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '’ For one believes with
the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth,
leading to salvation. "' The scripture says, “No one who believes in him
will be put to shame.” "? For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on
him. * For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.”

'“But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? '° And
how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand in body or spirit.
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Gospel Acclamation Halle, Halle, Hallelujah

(sing twice) ELW # 172
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Music: Caribbean traditional
The Holy Gospel Matthew 14:22-33

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

22 Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the
other side of the Sea of Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds.?* And
after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, ? but by this
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the
wind was against them. 2> And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. ?° But when the disciples saw him walking on
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in
fear. 2’ But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it
is |I; do not be afraid.”

8 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” ?° He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat,
started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. *° But when he
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink,
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” *' Jesus immediately reached out his
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” * When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. ** And those
in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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Please be seated.

The Children’s Message Becca Shelor
A Moment of Prayer Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
ELW # 752
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission

The Message Pastor Axel Kaegler

Please stand in body or spirit.
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Hymn of the Day When Peace Like a River

ELW # 785
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1 When peace like a riv - er at - tend - eth my way, when
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, let
3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glo - 1i-ous thought; my
4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
0 1. ' ' :
P b
L | 1 | | - 11 | | L] 1 | |
) N I | ! | I I

sor - rows like sea bil-lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is mnailed to his cross and I

clouds be rolled back as a  scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul.
help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord,praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; e - ven so it is well with my soul.
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.
Prayers of Intercession

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.
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We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word
may be heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people
persecuted, strengthen the church in its faithful witness. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve
biodiversity in all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the
extremes of a changing climate. Move our hearts with compassion to
join in this work. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For leaders of towns, states, nations, organizations, and all who are in
positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us
to respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and
hope in your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving
and all who suffer. We pray especially for Samira, Ziad, the Bach
family, the Piantieri family, and the Curtis and Davenport families.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and
life amid a turbulent world. Guide council members and other church
leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in
our earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal
kingdom. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All

this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

You are invited to share God'’s peace with those around you
and to greet those who are worshipping online.

Please be seated.

Today’s Music: “This One Thing | Know” was written by Major Sidney
E. Cox, an officer of the Salvation Army from 1909 to 1944. He joined
the Methodist Church but soon converted to the Salvation Army where
he devoted his focus to evangelical revival work. Over the course of
his life, he composed approximately 400 songs. While selecting a
song for our Rodeheavers to sing, Betsy recalled this song her father
sang in his men’s quartet. Not readily finding the piece, our Kathy
Steen not only researched, but transcribed the music for our group.
We’ll need some audience patrticipation, so get ready.

Musical Offering “This One Thing | Know” Cox

Rodeheaver Chorus

Please stand.
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Offertory Hymn Give Thanks
TFF # 292
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rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for  us. Give thanks!

Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © secured.
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Offering Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Gracious God, you have been faithful to our ancestors, bringing us
throughout time to this very day

Beyond our divisions, you remind us that we are all kindred in your
eyes

We are better together.

You have given us all we need to trust in your abundance, to live
generous lives, and recognize that your good work is done best in
communion with you and one another

We are better together.

And so in service to our neighbor, in love for all creation,
and in proclamation of your good news for all:
We are better together.

Bless these gifts we've gathered, help us to remember all you have
done, give us vision for all we can do, honest commitment to the call
you’ve placed before us, and sincere trust that we can rely on your
grace and sufficiency Let us be your people, and serve the world in
love as you first loved us. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
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The Sending Song O God, Our Help in Ages Past
ELW # 632
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1 O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un-der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;

3 Be-fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges 1In your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:

suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is  sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,
they fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last
dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Musie: S1. ANNE. William Croft, 1678-1727

Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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Your Prayers Are Invited

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers.
Those who are listed for longer than 6 weeks can be found on the
long-term prayer list through the link in the weekly e-news or the
monthly Link newsletters. To add a name to the prayer list or provide
an update, please contact the office.

Samira Awad (friend of Melody Maurer)
Ziad Awad (friend of Melody Maurer)
Bach Family

Today we welcome into the CLC faith community through the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Noah James Poltash and Micah Van Cao
Poltash, children of Natalie and Michael Poltash. Noah’s and Micah’s
sponsors are Dominic Craig and Taylor Sinclair.

We also welcome Noah’s and Micah’s parents, Natalie and Michael
Poltash into the CLC Faith Community!

The flowers on the altar today have been shared with
us from the garden of Consy Finney!

Online Giving

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, you may use this QR code to access our
site for secure online giving.

Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.

Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973
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Christ’s Lutheran Church
700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075
215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org
clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org

Ministers The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church
Senior Pastor Reverend Axel Kaegler
Director of Spiritual Formation Becca Shelor
Director of Music Ken Selinger
Piano Accompaniment Betsy Selinger
Administrative Assistant Lorraine Pfeiffer
Preschool Director Sally Mead
Sexton Pete Carr
Assisting Minister Kathryn Steen
Soundboard Diane Polis, Jon Rasmussen, John Frantz
Livestream Rick Daniels, John Melnick, Paul Zieger
Counter(s) Sue Frantz
Closer Chris Johnson
Assisting Minister next Sunday Adele Kelly
Upcoming Altar Flowers: August 16 Marda Craig
Upcoming Altar Guild: August 16 Linda Daniels

This Week at CLC!

Sunday 9:30 am Worship at CLC and online
Monday 9:30 am Monday Morning Men

10:00 am — 6:00 pm PBJ Collection (chapel)
Tuesday 9:00 am — 10:45 am PBJ Collection (chapel)
Friday 8:00 pm AA (200)
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Christ's Lutheran Church

v GUMME

23 C:é 12PM-1PM Poppin’ Playground Party (baby-K) J

SUN. AUG.

EE C:é 5:30PM-7:30PM  Middle and High School Boardgames }

WED. AUG.

| N —

_ 9:30 AM Family Choir Sings in Worship

L new TIME!
30 - ]EZ\SIAM _12PM Lower Elementary Craft Corner (K-3rd)

SUN. AUG.

|

1230 PM - 2PM  All Elementary Youth Group (K-5th)

Questions? Contact Becca at:
director-spiritualform@christs-oreland.org
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Reconciling in Christ (‘?)
Summer Educational Series

June July August
Sunday the 28th Sunday 19th Sunday the 23rd
10:30 am 1pm 10:30 am
LGBTQ+ History LGBTQ+ Representation and the Bible LGBTQ+Awkward Questions
with Kathryn Steen with Rev. Daniel Eisenberg with Becca Shelor
V.vyv.vveyeyv. vy V.V VVY.VVYYV. VY
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