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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering 
yet finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t 
grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will 
find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by 
Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil 
with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer 
ourselves for the sake of our suffering world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude                                  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever.   
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
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Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Song                       ELW # 655 | Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

Greeting                                                                       
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise                                        For the Beauty of the Earth 
Verses 1 and 4                                                                     ELW # 879 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.  
 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for 
the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path 
of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
                                           

Please be seated. 
 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading                                                          Jeremiah 15:15-21 
 

A reading from Jeremiah, chapter 15.  
 

 15 O LORD, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
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 16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart, 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O LORD, God of hosts. 
 17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18 Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 
 19 Therefore thus says the LORD: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
 20 And I will make you to this people 
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the LORD. 
 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
                                                 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 26:1-8                          DATH # 18 | From the Fullness of God                                                                                                  
    

The congregation will sing the following response: 

            
 1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; 
  I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 
 2 Test me, O LORD, and try me; 
  examine my heart and my mind. 
 3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 
  I have walked faithfully with you. 
 4 I have not sat with the worthless, 
  nor do I consort with the deceitful.                                  Response 
 
 5 I have hated the company of evildoers; 
  I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, 
  that I may go in procession round your altar, 
 7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
  and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 8 LORD, I love the house in which you dwell 
  and the place where your glory abides.                          Response 
 
Second Reading                                                         Romans 12:9-21 
 
A reading from Romans, chapter 12.  
 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the 
Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in 
prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to 
strangers. 
  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who 
weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but 
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associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do 
not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the 
sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave 
room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this 
you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                        Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
(sing twice)                                                                             ELW # 172                                                 

 
The Holy Gospel                                                      Matthew 16:21-28 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21 From that time on, after Peter confessed that Jesus was the 
Messiah, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be 
raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned 
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and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, 
for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 
 
  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their 
life? 
  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been 
done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.                                            

 
Please be seated. 

 
Bag Blessing                                                        Pastor Axel Kaegler 
 
A Moment of Prayer                Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
                                                                                               ELW # 752 

 
The Message                                                         Pastor Axel Kaegler 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  
Amen. 

 
Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day                                 WOV # 748 | Bind Us Together 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
Together let us confess our common faith in the words of the  
Apostles’ Creed.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored 
in the love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take 
up our cross and follow you in faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the 
earth may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, 
fires, storms, and other disasters. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with 
one another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic 
organizations and all who work to bring peace to a world scarred by 
violence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children 
have safe access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring 
healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit. We pray 
especially for Samira, Ziad, Mother Maria, the Bach family, the 
Piantieri family, the Curtis and Davenport families, and the  
Orrik family. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain 
strong in faith and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study 
groups, and other meetings toward honesty and humility, always 
seeking genuine love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and 
guide the church, Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the 
life to come. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All 
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

  
Please be seated. 

 

Musical Offering             “Here I Am Lord”                             Schutte 

 
                                            Family Chorus 
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Please stand. 
  

Offertory Hymn                                                                 Give Thanks 
                                                                                                TFF # 292                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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Offering Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Gracious God, you have been faithful to our ancestors, bringing us 
throughout time to this very day 
Beyond our divisions, you remind us that we are all kindred in your 
eyes 
We are better together. 
 

You have given us all we need to trust in your abundance, to live 
generous lives, and recognize that your good work is done best in 
communion with you and one another 
We are better together. 
 

And so in service to our neighbor, in love for all creation, 
and in proclamation of your good news for all: 
We are better together. 
 

Bless these gifts we’ve gathered, help us to remember all you have 
done, give us vision for all we can do, honest commitment to the call 
you’ve placed before us, and sincere trust that we can rely on your 
grace and sufficiency Let us be your people, and serve the world in 
love as you first loved us.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
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Blessing  
 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

 
            A   -   men,       a   -    men,       a       -              -         men.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Music: “Lift High the Cross” is one of CLC’s favorites.  It dates 
to 1887 and was written by Englishman George Kitchin.  The Anglican 
Church, especially in large English cathedrals, was known for its 
elaborate and colorful processions, and this hymn was composed with 
this in mind. It was first published in the US by Donald Hustad in 
1974.  In 1978, it appeared in our Lutheran Book of Worship.  The hymn 
takes the cross from a symbol of death into a sign of triumph and the 
resurrection.  It is based,on John 12:32, “And I, when I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men to myself (Jesus).”     
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The Sending Song                                                  Lift High the Cross 
                                                                                               ELW # 660 

 
Dismissal  
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
Thanks be to God. 
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Your Prayers Are Invited 
 

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. 
Those who are listed for longer than 6 weeks can be found on the 
long-term prayer list through the link in the weekly e-news or the 
monthly Link newsletters. To add a name to the prayer list or provide 
an update, please contact the office.   
 
Samira Awad (friend of Melody Maurer) 
Ziad Awad (friend of Melody Maurer) 
Bach Family 
Mother Maria Nugent, OSB (Stephanie Staerk’s aunt) 
 
We remember in prayer the family and friends of Fred Orrik  
(Becca Shelor’s grandfather) who died on August 25.  May his loved 
ones be comforted by the promise and hope of the resurrection.  

 
 
 
 

The flowers on the altar today have been shared with  
us from the garden of Linda and Rick Daniels!  

 
 
 
 

                              Online Giving 
 

  To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s   
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church   
in America, you may use this QR code to access our   
site for secure online giving. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.  
Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973 
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

 
Ministers                                                The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                   Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                        Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                               Ken Selinger 
Piano Accompaniment                                                                   Betsy Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                              Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                              Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                   Pete Carr 
 
Assisting Minister                                                                               Paul Zieger 
Soundboard                                         Diane Polis, Jon Rasmussen, John Frantz 
Livestream                                             Rick Daniels, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counter(s)                                                                                          Lori Stevens 
Closer                                                                                                  Sue Frantz 
Assisting Minister next Sunday                                                           Wes Craig 
 
Upcoming Altar Flowers:  September 6                                           Marda Craig            
Upcoming Altar Guild:  September 6                                             Marlene Foody 
                                     September 13                                                          TBD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org
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This Week at CLC! 
 
Sunday            9:30 am                                           Worship at CLC and online 
                       10:30 am                                      Mutual Ministry Meeting (200) 
                                                                               
Monday           9:30 am                                                   Monday Morning Men  
                       10:00 am – 6:00 pm                               PBJ Collection (chapel) 
 
Tuesday          9:00 am – 10:45 am                              PBJ Collection (chapel) 
                        7:30 pm                         Pack 88 Committee Meeting (203/204) 
 
Wednesday  10:00 am                                                           Bible Study (200) 
                        7:30 pm                                            Trivia Night (Tannery Run)       
 
Friday             8:00 pm                                                                         AA (200) 
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