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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to 
receive food and drink without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude 
and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we 
remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share 
the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for 
the hungry. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude                                                                          
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
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In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Song                ELW # 461 | All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 

 
Greeting                                                                       
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    
And also with you. 
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Kyrie                                                                          ELW Setting One 
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This is the Feast                                                       ELW Setting One 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and 
you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the 
food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the 
starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading                                                                    Isaiah 55:1-5 
 

A reading from Isaiah, chapter 55. 
  
 1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; 
  come to the waters; 
 and you who have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 
  and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21             DATH # 18 | From the Fullness of God                                                                                                  
    

The congregation will sing the following response: 

  
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9 LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.                  Response 
 
 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
 16 You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 17 You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works.                                            Response 
 
 18 You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully. 
 19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 
  you hear their cry and save them. 
 20 You watch over all those who love you, 
  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 
 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.      Response 
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Second Reading                                                             Romans 9:1-5 
 

A reading from Romans, chapter 9.  
 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 
confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing 
anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and 
cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own 
flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, 
the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to 
the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. 
Amen. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                         Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
(sing twice)                                                                             ELW # 172                                                 
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The Holy Gospel                                                      Matthew 14:13-21 
                                      
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.    
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Now when Jesus heard about the beheading of John the Baptist, he 
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when 
the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When 
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for 
them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came 
to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; 
send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy 
food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; 
you give them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing 
here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to 
me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking 
the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed 
and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they took 
up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And 
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.                                            
 

Please be seated. 
 

The Children’s Message                                       Pastor Axel Kaegler 
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A Moment of Prayer                                                     Holy, Holy, Holy 
                                                                                               ELW # 473 

 
The Message                                                             Pastor Axel Kaegler 

 
                                   Please stand in body or spirit. 

 
Hymn of the Day                                       Break Now the Bread of Life 

 ELW # 515 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
Together let us confess our common faith in the words of the  
Apostles’ Creed.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
         Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.  

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for 
your word. Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study 
leaders, and writers, that God’s word is broken open and shared with 
all. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your 
creatures are fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, 
farmworkers, those who fish, and all whose labor brings your 
abundance to our tables. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



 12 

For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live 
in harmony. As this week we remember the atomic bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw 
our hearts instead toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they 
are comforted. Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy 
on all who are suffering in body, mind, and spirit. We pray especially 
for Samira, Ziad, the Bach family, the Piantieri family, and the Curtis 
and Davenport families. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance 
and joy of life in you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that 
they may become blessings for this community. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their 
witness continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust 
your promises in life and in death. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All 
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Today’s Music:  Antonin Dvorak wrote his “New World Symphony” 
soon after arriving in America in 1893.  “Largo” is from the second 
movement and took on a new life as a popular American 
song.  Philadelphia Orchestra Director Yannick Nezet-Seguin wrote 
that it is a masterful blend of melodies that expresses a kind of 
nostalgic feeling.  Dvorak, feeling lonely here in America, perhaps was 
longing to go back to his European roots. One of Dvorak’s students put 
words to the melody and called it “Goin’ Home.” It was published in 
1922 and has been sung by a number of soloists.  Nezet-Seguin 
added, “instead of being something that’s about only one aspect of our 
world, it’s something that gives a message of unity.”   
 
Musical Offering        “Largo” from New World Symphony   Dvorak 
 

Piano/Organ Duet 
Betsy and Ken Selinger 

 
Please stand. 

  
Offertory Hymn                                                      Jesus, Lamb of God 
(sing twice)                                                                           W & P # 76 

 
Offering Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Gracious God, you have been faithful to our ancestors, bringing us 
throughout time to this very day 
Beyond our divisions, you remind us that we are all kindred in your 
eyes 
We are better together. 



 14 

You have given us all we need to trust in your abundance, to live 
generous lives, and recognize that your good work is done best in 
communion with you and one another 
We are better together. 
 

And so in service to our neighbor, in love for all creation, 
and in proclamation of your good news for all: 
We are better together. 
 

Bless these gifts we’ve gathered, help us to remember all you have 
done, give us vision for all we can do, honest commitment to the call 
you’ve placed before us, and sincere trust that we can rely on your 
grace and sufficiency Let us be your people, and serve the world in 
love as you first loved us.   
Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving                                               ELW Setting One 
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Preface                                                                      ELW Setting One 
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Holy, Holy, Holy                                                        ELW Setting One 

 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Welcome to Holy Communion!  
 
We confess in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the holy meal. If 
you need Jesus - we won’t keep you from Him. You are invited to 
share in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus through the 
sacraments. 
 
Following the usher’s instructions, you’re welcome to come down the 
center aisle. You’ll be offered a small cup. Empty ones will be filled 
with wine, pre-filled ones contain juice. After getting a cup, please step 
forward to receive the bread. Gluten-free bread is available beside the 
cups. Once you have received the bread, step toward the wine chalice 
on the same side as your pew to receive wine in your empty cup or a 
blessing on your pre-filled juice cup. Used cups should be deposited in 
the basket. Please return to your pew by the side aisle. 
 
Anyone who doesn’t wish to receive communion, but does wish to be 
included is welcome to receive a blessing instead. Please indicate this 
by crossing your arms over your shoulders. If you’re coming up with 
children, please tell the pastor whether they will commune, or receive a 
blessing. If mobility requires communion to be brought to you, please 
wave to an usher so we can bring you communion. 

 
Lamb of God                                                             ELW Setting One 
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Communion Hymn                             We Come to the Hungry Feast 
                                                                                              ELW # 479 

 
Please stand. 

 
Post Communion Blessing 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace.   
Amen.  
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Post Communion Song                                                 Cares Chorus                                                           

 
Prayer after Communion 
  
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sending of Holy Communion 
 
These are the gifts of Holy Communion for those who are not able to 
join us in church.  
 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As 
you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who 
set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick, 
homebound, or  imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing  
 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

 
            A   -   men,       a   -    men,       a       -              -         men.  

 
 
The Sending Song                                       Praise and Thanksgiving 
                                                                                               ELW # 689 
               

 
                    
 
                      Please see the next page for the hymn. 
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Dismissal  
 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
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Your Prayers Are Invited 
 

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those 
who are listed for longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long-term prayer 
list through the link in the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To 
add a name to the prayer list or provide an update, please contact the office.   
 

Samira Awad (friend of Melody Maurer) 
Ziad Awad (friend of Melody Maurer) 
Bach Family 
 
We remember in prayer the family and friends of Rev. Dr. Patricia 
Ann Curtis Davenport who died on July 29. Rev. Davenport served as 
Bishop of the SEPA Synod from 2018 until her retirement in 2024.  An 
obituary and funeral arrangements will be shared once they have been 
completed.  
 
Congratulations to Carrie and Anthony Dijenno on the July 27 birth of 
their daughter, Olivia Jane Dijenno. Olivia is the granddaughter of  
Deb and Bill Quaco and Pat Dijenno and the 7th great-granddaughter 
of Shirley Engle! 

 

The flowers on the altar today have been shared with  
us from the garden of Beth Nussbaum!  

 
The bread and wine we share today has been sponsored 

by Kendrick in honor of Betsy Selinger! 
 
 

                              Online Giving 
 

  To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s   
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church   
in America, you may use this QR code to access our   
site for secure online giving. 

 
 
 
Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.  
Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973 
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

 
Ministers                                                The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                   Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                        Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                               Ken Selinger 
Piano Accompaniment                                                                   Betsy Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                              Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                              Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                   Pete Carr 
 
Assisting Minister                                                                             Don Hallman 
Communion Assistants                                                Kathy Steen, Don Hallman 
Soundboard                                         Diane Polis, Jon Rasmussen, John Frantz 
Livestream                                             Rick Daniels, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counter(s)                                                               Jim & Mary Jane Brenneman 
Altar Guild                                                                                       Consy Finney 
Closer                                                                                            Danny Melnick 
Assisting Minister next Sunday                                                     Danny Melnick  
 
Upcoming Altar Flowers:  August 9                                                Consy Finney            
Upcoming Altar Guild:  August 16                                                  Linda Daniels 
 

This Week at CLC! 
 
Sunday            9:30 am                                           Worship at CLC and online 
                                                                               
Monday           9:30 am                                                   Monday Morning Men  
                       10:00 am – 6:00 pm                               PBJ Collection (chapel) 
 
Tuesday          9:00 am – 10:45 am                              PBJ Collection (chapel) 
                         7:30 pm                        Pack 88 Committee Meeting (203/204) 
 
Wednesday     7:00 am                                           Trivia Night (Tannery Run) 
 
Friday              8:00 pm                                                                        AA (200) 
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