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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and 
intelligent. The prophet describes an everlasting realm that contrasts 
with earthly nations, one marked by peace, humility, and freedom. 
Jesus associates with those excluded from the religious community. 
Like Paul, we struggle with selfish desires; we lament flawed systems; 
and we seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather around word, 
water, and meal by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are 
weary.” Here we find rest for our souls and hope for life in beloved 
community. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

source of hope in every nation, 
rest for the weary, 
glory and peace to the ends of the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bring every burden to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of all mercy, 
we have sinned against you, 
our neighbors, and your creation. 
Within ourselves and our communities, 
our desire to do what is good 
is at war with the evil that dwells in us. 
We lament the evil that holds us captive. 
We repent of the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
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Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us 
for lives of compassion and courage 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
All-merciful, Almighty God 
forgive you all your sins 

through the grace of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

and by the Spirit’s power 
strengthen you in doing what is good. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Song                ELW # 888 | O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 

 

Greeting                                                                       
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
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Kyrie                                                                          ELW Setting One 



 5 

This is the Feast                                                       ELW Setting One 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.  
 

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us 
for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant 
that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading                                                             Zechariah 9:9-12 
 

A reading from Zechariah, chapter 9.  
              

 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 See, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 
 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  145:8-14                     DATH # 18 | From the Fullness of God                                                                                                  
    

The congregation will sing the following response: 

 
 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9 LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.                  Response 
 
 10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12 that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures 
through-out all ages. 
  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your 
works. 
 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down.                         Response 
  
Second Reading                                                       Romans 7:15-25a 
 

A reading from Romans, chapter 7.  
 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but 
I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that 
the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that 
dwells within me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, 
that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but 
not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who 
do it but sin that dwells within me. 
  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil 
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lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost 
self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my 
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 
members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                        Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
(sing twice)                                                                             ELW # 172                                                 

 
The Holy Gospel                                           Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
                     
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.    
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus spoke to the crowd saying: 16 “To what will I compare this 
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to 
one another, 
 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
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  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such 
was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.                                            

 
Please be seated. 

 
The Children’s Message                                                  Becca Shelor 
 
A Moment of Prayer                                                     Holy, Holy, Holy 
                                                                                               ELW # 473 

 
The Message                                                             Pastor Axel Kaegler 

 
                                    

 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day                                      God Bless Our Native Land 
 ELW # 891 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
Together let us confess our common faith in the words of the  
Apostles’ Creed.  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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         Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.  
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out 
from every nation. Knit us together into one body and heal the 
divisions we have caused. Overcome our timidity to witness and act in 
the public square when your purpose is being thwarted. Bless rostered 
and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in 
the gospel. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, 
from the Atlantic to the western islands, these lands and waters have 
sustained its peoples over many centuries. As we take our part in 
creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have fashioned, and 
enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of 
unity in your own divine life. We come from many nations with many 
languages; make us a united people that delights in our many different 
gifts. As the United States of America marks its declaration of 
independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the 
spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here 
and abroad, justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are 
tired, who live with poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to 
breathe free. Embrace people seeking refuge; those incarcerated, 
detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they once 
trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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We remember before you those who have died in every generation: 
Jan Hus, executed for protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, 
teacher of a prayerful life; and those who have died ensuring the 
freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace officers, 
advocates, and activists. Gather us, together with those who have 
gone before us, and with saints of every tribe and nation, into the holy 
city you have prepared. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our 
cares, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    
And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

  

Please be seated. 
 

“The Battle Hymn of the Republic” has become known as one of our 
finest patriotic songs. It was written by abolitionist Julia Ward Howe in 
1861 during the Civil War.  She was inspired after a visit to a Union Army 
camp.  She proclaims confidence in God and trust in His faithful care. 
The melody originated from a simple Sunday school song about 
salvation written in the 1850’s.  It has been noted that she based her 
lyrics on what she knew from the Book of Isaiah. The refrain concludes 
with “His truth is marching on” referring to “the ultimate triumph of good 
as an unstoppable force.”   
 
Musical Offering             “The Battle Hymn”                              Howe 
 
                          Brass:  Danny Melnick, trumpet 

Charlie Kelly, trumpet 
Joey Kelly, trombone 

 
 
 

Please stand.  
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Offertory Hymn                                                      Jesus, Lamb of God 
(sing twice)                                                                           W & P # 76 

 
Offering Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Gracious God, you have been faithful to our ancestors, bringing us 
throughout time to this very day 
Beyond our divisions, you remind us that we are all kindred in your 
eyes 
We are better together. 
 
You have given us all we need to trust in your abundance, to live 
generous lives, and recognize that your good work is done best in 
communion with you and one another 
We are better together. 
 

And so in service to our neighbor, in love for all creation, 
and in proclamation of your good news for all: 
We are better together. 
 

Bless these gifts we’ve gathered, help us to remember all you have 
done, give us vision for all we can do, honest commitment to the call 
you’ve placed before us, and sincere trust that we can rely on your 
grace and sufficiency Let us be your people, and serve the world in 
love as you first loved us.   
Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving                                               ELW Setting One 
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Preface                                                                      ELW Setting One 
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Holy, Holy, Holy                                                        ELW Setting One 

 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: 
Taste and know that God is good to all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Welcome to Holy Communion!  
 
We confess in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the holy meal. If 
you need Jesus - we won’t keep you from Him. You are invited to 
share in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus through the 
sacraments. 
 
Following the usher’s instructions, you’re welcome to come down the 
center aisle. You’ll be offered a small cup. Empty ones will be filled 
with wine, pre-filled ones contain juice. After getting a cup, please step 
forward to receive the bread. Gluten-free bread is available beside the 
cups. Once you have received the bread, step toward the wine chalice 
on the same side as your pew to receive wine in your empty cup or a 
blessing on your pre-filled juice cup. Used cups should be deposited in 
the basket. Please return to your pew by the side aisle. 
 
Anyone who doesn’t wish to receive communion, but does wish to be 
included is welcome to receive a blessing instead. Please indicate this 
by crossing your arms over your shoulders. If you’re coming up with 
children, please tell the pastor whether they will commune, or receive a 
blessing. If mobility requires communion to be brought to you, please 
wave to an usher so we can bring you communion. 

 
Lamb of God                                                             ELW Setting One 
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Communion Hymn                                Before You, Lord, We Bow 
                                                           ELW # 893 

 
Please stand. 

 
Post Communion Blessing 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace.   
Amen.  
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Post Communion Song                                                 Cares Chorus                                                           

 
Prayer after Communion 
  
We thank you, God of heaven and earth, 
that you fill our deepest need 
with the very gift of Jesus Christ, 
broken and poured out for us. 
Pour us out into a broken world. 
Channel our common life 
toward the common good, 
following the way our Savior leads us 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing  
 
The Author of life, 
the Word of salvation, 
the Breath of new birth, 

☩ one God, bless you 

and equip you for living and serving, 
today and every day. 
Amen. 

 
            A   -   men,       a   -    men,       a       -              -         men.  

 
The Sending Song                             Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 
                                                                                               ELW # 890 
               

 
                    
 
                      Please see the next page for the hymn. 
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Dismissal  
 
Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Your Prayers Are Invited 
 

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those 
who are listed for longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long-term prayer 
list through the link in the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To 
add a name to the prayer list or provide an update, please contact the office.   
 

Captain Jake Arentzen, USAF (friend of Wes Craig) 
Bach Family 
Carolee Herzberg (friend of Karen Greilich) 
Marge Holmes 
Darleen Pappas (friend of Bob Kelly) 
Charles Piantieri 
Nancy Renner 
Barry Spindler (Robin & Glenn Griffin’s brother-in-law) 
Marie Wilson (member of 60 Plus) 
Gary Woodruff (friend of Pastor Kaegler) 
 
Congratulations to Courtney and Shane Monaghan on the June 28 
birth of their daughter, Margot Bridget Monaghan. Courtney is the 
daughter of Shirley Engle’s daughter, Lori.  Margot is Shirley’s 6th 
great-granddaughter! 

 
 

 

The bread & wine we share today  
have been sponsored by Karen Bennion  

in celebration of Allison Uehling’s birthday! 
 

                              Online Giving 
 

  To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s   
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church   
in America, you may use this QR code to access our   
site for secure online giving. 

 
 
Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.  
Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973 
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

 
Ministers                                                The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                   Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                        Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                               Ken Selinger 
Piano Accompaniment                                                                   Betsy Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                              Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                              Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                   Pete Carr 
 
Assisting Minister                                                                                Adele Kelly 
Communion Assistant                                                     Jen Melnick, Adele Kelly 
Soundboard                                         Diane Polis, Jon Rasmussen, John Frantz 
Livestream                                             Rick Daniels, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counter(s)                                                               Jim & Mary Jane Brenneman 
Altar Guild                                                                                          Marty Frantz 
Closer                                                                                                   Wes Craig 
Assisting Minister next Sunday                                                   Jenna Balaicuis  
 
Upcoming Altar Guild:  July 19                                                             Sue Frantz            
 

This Week at CLC! 
 
Sunday            9:30 am                                           Worship at CLC and online 
                         
Monday         9:30 am                                                  Monday Morning Men  
                        10:00 am – 6:00 pm                              PBJ Collection (chapel) 
 
Tuesday           9:00 am – 10:45 am                                          PBJ Collection 
(chapel) 
                         7:30 pm                        Pack 88 Committee Meeting (203/204) 
 
Wednesday   10:00 am                                                          Bible Study (200)          
 
Friday              8:00 pm                                                                        AA (200) 
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