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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church!

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable
of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together
until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be
set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat
within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from
the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude La Generosite
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.
Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.”




In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
Gathering Song ELW # 689 | Praise and Thanksgiving
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



Kyrie ELW Setting One
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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This is the Feast

ELW Setting One
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.

THE WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

A reading from Isaiah, chapter 44.

5Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
| am the first, and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8 Do not fear or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; | know not one.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 44:6-8



Psalm 86:11-17 DATH # 18 | From the Fullness of God
The congregation will sing the following response:
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""Teach me your way, O LORD, and | will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
2| will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore. Response

“For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent
people seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
'>But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
' Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your
handmaid.
”Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see
it and be put to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.
Response

Second Reading Romans 8:12-25
A reading from Romans, chapter 8.

'2So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to
live according to the flesh—"*for if you live according to the flesh, you
will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you
will live. " For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of

God. "®For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” "¢it
is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of
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God, ""and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with
him.

%] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. " For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, ?° for
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will
of the one who subjected it, in hope ? that the creation itself will be set
free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. %> We know that the whole creation has
been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, *and
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. ** For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? *° But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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The Holy Gospel Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

24 Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field,?> but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat and then went away. ?° So when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. >’ And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come
from?’ 2 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 2° But he replied,
‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with
them. Y Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at
harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ”

% Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his
disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the
weeds of the field.” *” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed
is the Son of Man; *®the field is the world, and the good seed are the
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil
one, **and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the
end of the age, and the reapers are angels. “° Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. “' The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of
his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, “* and they will throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth. ** Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
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The Children’s Message

A Moment of Prayer

Becca Shelor

Holy, Holy, Holy

ELW # 473
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Text: Argentine traditional
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO. Argentine traditional

The Message

Pastor Axel Kaegler

Please stand in body or spirit.
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Hymn of the Day Abide with Me

ELW # 629
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Through cloud and  sun - shine, oh, a - bide with me.

tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with me!
in life, in  death, O Lord, a - bide with me.

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847
Music: EVENTIDE, William H. Monk, 1823-1889

Apostles’ Creed

Together let us confess our common faith in the words of the
Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.

Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds
among the wheat. Where we trade grace for judgement, restore us,
and where we get lost among the complexities of life, guide us. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths
of oceans, microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own.
May we share earth’s dedication to hope for what we do not yet see.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice
and in righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our
leaders guide wisely toward the flourishing of all. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have
been uprooted by war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment,
harassment, false witness to their character, illness, or injury. We pray
especially for Gary, Marie, Barry, Nancy, Darleen, Marge, Carolee,
Jake, Samira, Ziad, Dennis, the Bach family and the Piantieri family.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and
campers, daycare professionals, librarians, summer school educators
and coaches, teachers preparing for the coming academic year, and
youth becoming first-time babysitters. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in
all times and places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the
saints who shine like the sun in your presence. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we
cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ
Jesus.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

You are invited to share God'’s peace with those around you
and to greet those who are worshipping online.

Please be seated.
Musical Offering La Tranquillite

Danny Melnick, trumpet
Richard Karschner, trumpet

Please stand.
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Offertory Hymn Give Thanks
TFF # 292
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Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © secured.
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Offering Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Gracious God, you have been faithful to our ancestors, bringing us
throughout time to this very day

Beyond our divisions, you remind us that we are all kindred in your
eyes

We are better together.

You have given us all we need to trust in your abundance, to live
generous lives, and recognize that your good work is done best in
communion with you and one another

We are better together.

And so in service to our neighbor, in love for all creation,
and in proclamation of your good news for all:
We are better together.

Bless these gifts we've gathered, help us to remember all you have
done, give us vision for all we can do, honest commitment to the call
you’ve placed before us, and sincere trust that we can rely on your
grace and sufficiency Let us be your people, and serve the world in
love as you first loved us.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving ELW Setting One
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Preface ELW Setting One
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From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
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Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting One
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Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new testament in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.
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Welcome to Holy Communion!

We confess in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the holy meal. If
you need Jesus - we won'’t keep you from Him. You are invited to
share in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus through the
sacraments.

Following the usher’s instructions, you’re welcome to come down the
center aisle. You'll be offered a small cup. Empty ones will be filled
with wine, pre-filled ones contain juice. After getting a cup, please step
forward to receive the bread. Gluten-free bread is available beside the
cups. Once you have received the bread, step toward the wine chalice
on the same side as your pew to receive wine in your empty cup or a
blessing on your pre-filled juice cup. Used cups should be deposited in
the basket. Please return to your pew by the side aisle.

Anyone who doesn’t wish to receive communion, but does wish to be
included is welcome to receive a blessing instead. Please indicate this
by crossing your arms over your shoulders. If you’re coming up with
children, please tell the pastor whether they will commune, or receive a
blessing. If mobility requires communion to be brought to you, please
wave to an usher so we can bring you communion.

Lamb of God ELW Setting One
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Please stand.

Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

Post Communion Song

Cares Chorus
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Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
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Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
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74 — e F e —|

The Sending Song On What Has Now Been Sown

ELW # 550

Please see the next page for the hymn.
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I On what has now been sown  your bless-ing Lord, be - stow; the
2 To you our wants are known, from you are all our pow’rs; ac -
3 Oh,grant that each of  us, now met be - fore you here, may
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powT is yours a - lone to make it sprout and grow. O Lord, in
cept what is your own and par-don what s ours. Our prais - es,
meet to - geth-er thus when you and yours ap - pear, and fol - low
#) ‘
|4 T | T | > T | Il
R e :
\/ 1 | [ ™| | | 1 I | 1] il |
5 — - # f : : f
grace the har - vest raise, and yours a - lone shall be the praise!
Lord. and prayers re - ceive and to your word a bless-ing give.

you to  heav’'n, our home. E'en so, A - men! Lord Je - sus, come!

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 17311789

Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

The congregation is invited to sit and enjoy the postlude.

Postlude L'Esperance
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Your Prayers Are Invited

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those

who are listed for longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long-term prayer
list through the link in the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To
add a name to the prayer list or provide an update, please contact the office.

Captain Jake Arentzen, USAF (friend of Wes Craig)
Samira Awad (friend of Melody Maurer)

Ziad Awad (friend of Melody Maurer)

Bach Family

Dennis Hallman (Don Hallman’s brother)

Carolee Herzberg (friend of Karen Greilich)

Marge Holmes

Darleen Pappas (friend of Bob Kelly)

Nancy Renner

Barry Spindler (Robin & Glenn Griffin’s brother-in-law)
Marie Wilson (member of 60 Plus)

Gary Woodruff (friend of Pastor Kaegler)

The flowers on the altar today hdve been shared with
us from the garden of Chris Johnson!

The bread & wine we share today has been sponsored
by Octavia Rumer in memory of brother, Michael Rash.

Online Giving

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, you may use this QR code to access our
site for secure online giving.

Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.

Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973
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Christ’s Lutheran Church
700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075
215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org
clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org

Ministers

Senior Pastor

Director of Spiritual Formation
Director of Music

Piano Accompaniment
Administrative Assistant
Preschool Director

Sexton

Assisting Minister

Communion Assistant

Supply Organist

Musicians

Soundboard

Livestream

Counter(s)

Altar Guild

Closer

Assisting Minister next Sunday

Upcoming Altar Flowers: July 26
Upcoming Altar Guild: August 2

The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church
Reverend Axel Kaegler

Becca Shelor

Ken Selinger

Betsy Selinger

Lorraine Pfeiffer

Sally Mead

Pete Carr

Wes Craig

Sue Frantz, Wes Craig

Patricia L. Hallman

Danny Melnick, Richard Karschner

Diane Polis, Jon Rasmussen, John Frantz
Rick Daniels, John Melnick, Paul Zieger
Sue Frantz

Sue Frantz

Allison Uehling

Paul Zieger

Bonnie Zieger
Consy Finney

This Week at CLC!

Sunday 9:30 am
10:30 am

1:00 pm

1:00 pm

Monday 9:30 am

10:00 am — 6:00 pm

7:00 pm

Tuesday 9:00 am — 10:45 am

Wednesday 10:00 am

Friday 8:00 pm

Worship at CLC and online
Poppin’ Playground (play yard)

Reconciling in Christ Series Part 1l (chapel)

Upper Elem. Youth Group (204)
Monday Morning Men

PBJ Collection (chapel)

Troop 1 (203/204)

PBJ Collection (chapel)

Bible Study (200)

AA (200)
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