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Rogate Sunday

Christ’s Lutheran Church

700 East Pennsylvania Avenue
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Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
connects individuals to God, each other, and the community.




Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church!

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus
comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost
draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the
Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our
gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the
body of the risen Christ in the world.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.
Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.




Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.



Gathering Song Come, Thou Almighty King
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Text: source unknown, c. 1757, alt.
Music: ITALTAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Hymn of Praise Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life
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Text: George Herbert, 1593-1632
Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Outside USA: Music © 1911 Stainer and Bell, Ltd., 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven
and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your
children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.



THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Acts 17:22-31
A reading from Acts, chapter 17.

2?2 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how
extremely spiritual you are in every way. % For as | went through the
city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among
them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore
you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. #* The God who made
the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in shrines made by human hands, ° nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives
to all mortals life and breath and all things. “° From one ancestor he
made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times
of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would
live, %" so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for
him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of
us. “For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some
of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
2°“Since we are God'’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is
like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination
of mortals. *° While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance,
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, ' because he has
fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by
a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to
all by raising him from the dead.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 66:8-20 ELW # 388 | Be Not Afraid
The congregation will sing the following response:
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Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community
Music: BE NOT AFRAID, Jacques Berthier, 1923 994
Text and music & Les Presses do Taizé, GLA Publications, Inc., agent. 744 5. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL 60638, www glamusic.com. SI0442, 3358,

8Bless our God, you peoples;

let the sound of praise be heard.

°Our God has kept us among the living

and has not allowed our feet to slip. Response

"9For you, O God, have tested us;

you have tried us just as silver is tried.

"You brought us into the net;

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

2You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and
water, but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.

31 will enter your house with burnt offerings

and will pay you my vows—

“those that | promised with my lips

and spoke with my mouth when | was in trouble.

51 will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;
| will give you oxen and goats. Response



' Come and listen, all you who believe,

and | will tell you what God has done for me.

7| called out to God with my mouth,

and praised the Lord with my tongue.

81f | had cherished evil in my heart,

the Lord would not have heard me;

"“put in truth God has heard me

and has attended to the sound of my prayer.

20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,

nor withheld unfailing love from me. Response

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22
A reading from First Peter, chapter 3.

¥ Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? ' But
even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not
fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, '° but in your hearts
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in
you, '°yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good
conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. " For it is better to
suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for
doing evil. "® For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous
for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death
in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, '°in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, *° who in former times did
not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the
building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved
through water. ?' And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—
not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, ?who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand in body or spirit.



Gospel Acclamation Christ Has Been Raised
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lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, Christ the Lord has been raised.

Text: Ray Makeever
Music: CHRIST HAS BEEN RAISED, Ray Makeever

The Holy Gospel John 14:15-21

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: "° “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. '® And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Advocate, to be with you forever. '’ This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

8“1 will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. "?In a little
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because |
live, you also will live. ° On that day you will know that | am in my
Father, and you in me, and | in you. ' They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who
love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal
myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



The Children’s Message Pastor Axel Kaegler

A Moment of Prayer Cradling Children in His Arm
ELW # 444
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Keep them al - ways near to you as  your sons and daugh-ters!
Text: Nikolai E. 8. Grundtvig, 1 783-1872; tr. Johannes H. V. Knudsen, 1902-1982
Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn, 1490-1547
Text © 1976 Johannes H. V. Knudsen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
The Message Pastor Axel Kaegler

Please stand in body or spirit.
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Hymn of the Day This is My Father’s World
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
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Lord is king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901
Music: TERRA PATRIS. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt.

Nicene Creed

Let us name and proclaim the God who saves us, using the words of
the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
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God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.
Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world. Let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in
relationship with you and one another. Guide the church and its
leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout the world.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and
young animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise
up stewards for the environment. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and
equity among judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first
responders, and peace among leaders of towns and nations. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick,
shelter any who are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and
accompany and console all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill.
We pray especially for Marie, Nancy, Scott, Darlene, Gary, Carolee,
Charles, the Noerr family and the Lyons family. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother
hen cares for her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our
lives, and inspire us to care for one another. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the
example of the faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life,
forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.
Amen.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

You are invited to share God'’s peace with those around you
and to greet those who are worshipping online.
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Please be seated.

Today’s Music: Our choir anthem is based on Psalm 19 and written by
one of our favorite composers, Elaine Hagenberg. Her website notes
that she is “renowned for her ability to seamlessly weave lush
harmonic landscapes, captivating melodies, and evocative piano
accompaniments.” Elaine is an award-winning composer who has
been profoundly inspired “by her connection to nature, beauty, and
spiritual reflection.” She writes her text and from there, she says, the
musical work unfolds. She was born in 1979, spent her early years as
both a singer and pianist, and continues to be one of our brilliant
contemporary composers.

Musical Offering “The Meditations of My Heart” Hagenberg
“May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart
be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord.
O Lord my Rock, O Lord my strength,
O Lord my God and Redeemer.”

Please stand.

Offertory Hymn Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH. Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561
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Offering Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Gracious God, you have been faithful to our ancestors, bringing us
throughout time to this very day

Beyond our divisions, you remind us that we are all kindred in your
eyes

We are better together.

You have given us all we need to trust in your abundance, to live
generous lives, and recognize that your good work is done best in
communion with you and one another

We are better together.

And so in service to our neighbor, in love for all creation,
and in proclamation of your good news for all:
We are better together.

Bless these gifts we've gathered, help us to remember all you have
done, give us vision for all we can do, honest commitment to the call
you’ve placed before us, and sincere trust that we can rely on your
grace and sufficiency Let us be your people, and serve the world in
love as you first loved us.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

*+ bless you now and forever.
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The Sending Song

O Zion, Haste
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Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834-1923
Music: ANGELIC SONGS, James Walch, 1837-1901

Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Your Prayers Are Invited

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those

who are listed for longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long-term prayer
list through the link in the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To
add a name to the prayer list or provide an update, please contact the office.

Carolee Herzberg (friend of Karen Greilich)
Darlene Pappas (friend of Bob Kelly)
Charles Piantieri

Nancy Renner

Scott Robinson (son of the congregation)
Marie Wilson (member of 60 Plus)

Gary Woodruff (friend of Pastor Kaegler)

The flowers on the altar today are dedicated,
to the Glory off God!

Online Giving

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s
l_utheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, you may use this QR code to access our
site for secure online giving.

Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.

Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973
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Christ’s Lutheran Church
700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075
215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org
clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org

Ministers The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church
Senior Pastor Reverend Axel Kaegler
Director of Spiritual Formation Becca Shelor
Director of Music Ken Selinger
Piano Accompaniment Betsy Selinger
Administrative Assistant Lorraine Pfeiffer
Preschool Director Sally Mead
Sexton Pete Carr
Assisting Minister Tim Hilbert
Soundboard Diane Polis, Jon Rasmussen, John Frantz
Livestream Rick Daniels, John Melnick, Paul Zieger
Counter(s) Tim & Deb Hilbert
Closer Chris Johnson
Assisting Minister next Sunday Sue Frantz
Upcoming Altar Guild May 17 Consy Finney

May 24 (Pentecost) Marlene Foody

May 31 (Confirmation) TBD
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This Week at CLC!

Sunday 9:00 am Family Tables (chapel)
9:00 am Choir Rehearsal

10:30 am Worship at CLC and online

Monday 9:30 am Monday Morning Men
10:00 am — 6:00 pm PBJ Collection (chapel)

11:00 am CLC Yarners (200)

7:30 pm BS Troop 1 (PH)

Tuesday 9:00 am — 10:45 am PBJ Collection (chapel)
6:00 pm Lions/Tigers (203/204)

7:00 pm Council Meeting (200)

7:00 pm Webelos (203/204)

7:00 pm AOLs (PH)

Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study (200)
7:00 pm AA (PH)

Thursday 10:00 am Audit Committee (200)
11:30 am 60 Plus (PH)

Friday 10:00 am Family Stages (chapel)
8:00 pm AA (200)

Saturday 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast (Halligan’s)

Summer Altar Flowers

Share your beautiful blooms or plants from
home with our congregation.

Sundays in July, August and
the first Sunday in September.

Sign up in the Narthex!
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