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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers 
them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we 
experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and 
meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of 
Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and 
the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the 
resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in 
baptism. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Song       ELW # 384 | That Easter Day with Joy was Bright 
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Greeting                                                                       
  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the 
hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in 
you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise                           Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing 
(Verses 1,2,4)                                                                       ELW # 389    
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Please be seated. 
 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading                                                            Acts 2:14a, 22-32                
 
A reading from Acts, chapter 2. 
 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 
crowd: 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, 
wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having 
released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for 
him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor 
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this 
day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an 
oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 
throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the 
Messiah, saying, 
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 16                                                                           Be Not Afraid 
                                                                                               ELW # 388  
The congregation will sing the following response: 

 
    1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all 
other.” 
 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3 But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.                             Response 
 
 5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8 I have set the LORD always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
                                                                                               Response 
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     9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11 You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are 
pleasures forevermore.                                                          Response 
 
Second Reading                                                               1 Peter 1:3-9                         
                         
A reading from First Peter, chapter 1.  
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great 
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, 
even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so 
that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold 
that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although 
you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Gospel Acclamation                                          Christ Has Been Raised 
                                                                                               DATH # 66                                                 

 
The Holy Gospel                                                            John 20:19-31 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas 
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answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples 
that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you 
may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

The Children’s Message                                       Pastor Axel Kaegler 
 

A Moment of Prayer               Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
                                                                                               ELW # 752 

 
The Message                                                                     Ken Souders 

 
Today’s Music: I’ve had several people over the years request that we 
sing "Now the Green Blade Rises."  It is a popular Easter hymn that was 
written by an Anglican clergyman John Macleod Campbell Crum in 
1928.  The hymn uses agricultural imagery to parallel the resurrection of 
Jesus with the rising of the buried grain. The melody he chose is from a 
French Christmas carol.  He based his text on John 12:24 where Jesus 
speaks of grain falling into the earth and dying only to eventually produce 
again.  “Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.” The four 
verses move from the burial of Christ to the resurrection and then in the 
4th verse, a message about the comfort of Christ in times of personal 
pain.  
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Please stand in body or spirit. 
 
Hymn of the Day Now the Green Blade Rises 
                                                                                               ELW # 379 
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Nicene Creed 
 

Let us name and proclaim the God who saves us, using the words of 
the Nicene Creed. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
 to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 
broken world. Let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
 
Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things 
that do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be 
renewed day by day. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. 
Open us to the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the 
complexity of subatomic particles. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm 
and openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and 
citizens to work for peace in their nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering 
in any way. We pray especially for Marie, Nancy, Scott, Darlene, 
Annette, Ryan, Betsy, and the Noerr family. Reveal to them your 
presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for 
them. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual 
affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody 
your forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death 
and have joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and 
bring us with them into your glorious presence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Savior.  
Amen. 
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Passing of the Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

 
 Please be seated. 
  
Musical Offering                “Christ Arose!”                              Larson 
 

“Low in the grave He lay, 
Jesus my Savior! 

Waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord! 
Up from the grave He arose; 

With a mighty triumph o’er His foes! 
He arose a victor from the dark domain, 

And He lives forever with His saints to reign, He arose!" 
 

Please stand.  
 

Offertory Hymn                Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
                                                                                               ELW # 884 
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Offering Prayer 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Gracious God, you have been faithful to our ancestors, bringing us 
throughout time to this very day 
Beyond our divisions, you remind us that we are all kindred in your 
eyes 
We are better together. 
 

You have given us all we need to trust in your abundance, to live 
generous lives, and recognize that your good work is done best in 
communion with you and one another 
We are better together. 
 

And so in service to our neighbor, in love for all creation, 
and in proclamation of your good news for all: 
We are better together. 
 

Bless these gifts we’ve gathered, help us to remember all you have 
done, give us vision for all we can do, honest commitment to the call 
you’ve placed before us, and sincere trust that we can rely on your 
grace and sufficiency Let us be your people, and serve the world in 
love as you first loved us.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing  
 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

            A   -   men,       a   -    men,       a       -              -         men.  

 
The Sending Song                          I Know That My Redeemer Lives! 
(Verses1-4)                                                                              ELW # 619 

  

 
Dismissal  
 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Your Prayers Are Invited 
 

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those 
who are listed for longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long-term prayer 
list through the link in the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To 
add a name to the prayer list or provide an update, please contact the office.   
 

Darlene Pappas (friend of Bob Kelly) 
Nancy Renner 
Scott Robinson (son of the congregation) 
Ryan 
Betsy Selinger 
Annette Weaver 
Marie Wilson (member of 60 Plus) 
 
 

 
 

The flowers on the altar today have been sponsored by 
Kim Righter in celebration of  

Leigh-Ann Bussinger’s birthday 
and 

by the Menard Family in celebration of  
April birthdays! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              Online Giving 
 

  To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s   
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church   
in America, you may use this QR code to access our   
site for secure online giving. 

 
 

 
Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.  
Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973 
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

 
Ministers                                                The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                   Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                        Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                               Ken Selinger 
Piano Accompaniment                                                                   Betsy Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                              Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                              Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                   Pete Carr 
 
Assisting Minister                                                                               Paul Zieger 
Soundboard                                         Diane Polis, Jon Rasmussen, John Frantz 
Livestream                                             Rick Daniels, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counter(s)                                                                                           Sue Frantz 
Closer                                                                                           Octavia Rumer 
Assisting Minister next Sunday                                                                     TBD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org
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This Week at CLC! 
 

Sunday              9:00 am                                                   Family Tables (chapel) 
                          9:00 am                                                             Choir Rehearsal           
                        10:30 am                                             Worship at CLC and online 
                        11:30 am                         Ministry Fair and Coffee Hour (narthex) 
                         
Monday            9:30 am                                                     Monday Morning Men 
                        10:00 am – 6:00 pm                                   PBJ Collection (chapel) 
                        11:00 am                                                         CLC Yarners (200)      
                          7:30 pm                                                             BS Troop 1 (PH) 
                 
Tuesday           9:00 am – 10:45 am                               PBJ Collection (chapel) 
                         6:00 pm                                                    Lions/Tigers (203/204) 
                         7:00 pm                                                     Council Meeting (200) 
                         7:00 pm                                                         Webelos (203/204) 
                         7:00 pm                                                                      AOLs (PH) 
 
Wednesday      9:00 am                                              Synod Retreat (200,203,204)     
                       10:00 am                                                            Bible Study (TBD) 
                         6:00 pm                                                       Bear Cubs (203/204) 
                         7:00 pm                                                                           AA (PH) 
 
Thursday         7:00 pm                                                          ZOOM Bible Study 
  
Friday              8:00 pm                                                                        AA (200) 
 
Saturday          8:00 am                                          Men’s Breakfast (Halligan’s) 
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