January 4, 2026
Epiphany of Our Lord
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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church!

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas
season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of
Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all
nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to
Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are
claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be
beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to
all people.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.
Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,

we yearn for your presence to transform

our grief, pain, and despair.

We confess that we have not always prepared

room in our hearts for your love;

we have not always recognized

your presence among us;

we have not always embraced your message of peace.
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence,
oppression, and fear.




We confess our failure to make room

for those seeking refuge;

our participation in violent systems

that harm your innocent ones;

our reluctance to embody your good news.

Be born in us today

and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.

God'’s grace upon grace flows over you.
+ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! Amen.

Gathering Song Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ,the true and on - ly light,
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn un - ac-com - pa-nied by thee;
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3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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Sun of righ-teous-ness, a - rise, tri-umph o’er the shades of night;
joy-less is the day’s re - turn, till thy mer-cy’s beams [ see,
fill me, ra- dian - cy di- vine, scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.
till they in- ward light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
more and more thy - self dis-play, shin-ing to the per - fect day.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Kyrie ELW Setting Four
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
0
=L z . i
&= *——e o=
5 :
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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This is the Feast

ELW Setting Four
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading
of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and
bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6

' Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For darkness shall cover the earth
and thick darkness the peoples,
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms.
5Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you;
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 W & P # 144 | Thy Word
The congregation will sing the following response:

Refrain
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Thy word is a lampun-to my feet and a light un-to my path.

" Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
“Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. Response

®May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
5Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
"In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be
no more.
'“May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. Response

""May all kings bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.
2For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.
3 He has compassion on the lowly and poor,
and preserves the lives of the needy.
“From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight. Response



Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12
A reading from Ephesians, chapter 3.

'This is the reason that |, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the
sake of you gentiles, ?for surely you have already heard of the
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you °and how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a
few words, “ a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. ° In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: °that is, the
gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

" Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of
God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. ¢ Although
| am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring
to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ °and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God,
who created all things, " so that through the church the wisdom of God
in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. "' This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, "?in
whom we have access in boldness and confidence through faith in
him.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand in body or spirit.
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Gospel Acclamation Gloria

(sing as directed) WOV # 640
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Glo - ri- a glo - ri-a, in ex-cel - sis De - of
Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo - ry in the high - est!
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Glo - ri-a, glo - ri-a, al -le-lu-ia, al - le - lu-1ia!
Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, al -le - lu-ia, al-le - lu-ial

*May be sung as a round.

Text: Traditional

Music: GLORIA 3, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Music © 1979, 1988 Les Presses de Taizd, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, 1L 60638.
www.giamusic.com 800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, ?asking, “Where is the
child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in
the east and have come to pay him homage.” * When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, “ and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. ° They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:

5‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.

"Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. ® Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage.” ° When they had heard the king, they set out, and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. ' When they saw that the
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. "' On entering the
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house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. > And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Children’s Message Becca Shelor
A Moment of Prayer Holy, Holy, Holy
ELW # 473
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, my heart, my heart a - dores you.
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Mi co - ra-zon te sa - be de-cir: San - to_eres  Se - For.

My heart is glad to say the words: You are ho - ly, God.

Text: Argentine traditional
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional

The Message Pastor Axel Kaegler

Please stand in body or spirit.
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Hymn of the Day

ELW # 302 | As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho -ly Je - sus, ev-ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’n and earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,

and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran- somed souls at last

thou its light, its  joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.

SO may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.

all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav'n-ly Kking.

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.

there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 17861872

Apostles’ Creed

Let us name and proclaim the God who saves us, using the words of
the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.

Prayers of Intercession

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the
church, creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Repairer of the breach, you separate us from our sin and unite us with
one another. Heal the animosity in our hearts, and bind us together in
love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Author of life, you sent your spirit over the waters, your breath into your
children, and guiding stars across the sky. Awaken us to the plight of
the planet and send us to care for your creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Light that leads the way, you make yourself known to the nations.
llluminate just paths and guide leaders in the church and the world in
your holy will. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Voice of the silenced, you cast the mighty from their thrones and fill the
hungry with good things. Grant those in need the courage to demand
equality and those with abundance the wisdom to share. Respond to
any who call out in need this day. We pray especially for Roseann,
John, Sam, Charles, Grace, Jay, Bob, Jim, Mary Jane, Mark, the Engle
family, the Rose family, the Nelson family, the Villeux family, and the
Engstrom family. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Proclaimer of promises, you raise up prophets and messengers in the
places we least expect. Equip us to listen well to those who bring both
good news and painful truths. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Redeemer of the saints, you gift us with many people throughout our
lives who point the way to you. We give you thanks for the recently
departed and all who have loved us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to
you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through
Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

You are invited to share God'’s peace with those around you
and to greet those who are worshipping online.

Please be seated.
Musical Offering “O Light of Lights” Stewart/Paul
“O Light of lights, Creator of the stars,
Come dwell in us in every longing heart.
Into the darkness of our night, appear.

Come, shine on us, O Morning Star; come near.
O come and shine, the Brightest and the Best.

Please stand.
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Offertory Hymn In the Bleak Midwinter

Verse 3 ELW # 294
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . .. earth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can I give  him, poor. . .. as I am?
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in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my part;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter, long a - go.
the Lord ... God al- might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934

Offering Prayer

Our God is a generous God,
providing manna in the wilderness.

Our God is a steadfast God,
with us even unto the end of the age.

Our God is a God of newness and calling,
inviting us to honor new visions and embrace new dreams.

Israel was fed with manna from heaven.

Elijah was sustained by bread and meat brought by ravens.
The disciples traveled with a common purse,

sharing their gifts with one another.
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Christ invited those gathered at the Feast of the Five Thousand

to witness a generosity beyond what they could imagine.

The ancient church shared all things in common,

believing that the call to communal spiritual growth

is also a call to give back to God what God has given us.

In keeping with this history and heritage, trusting that God provides us
with everything we need to do, what we are called to do, and be who
we are called to be, we gather our offering - the first fruits of our labor.
We commend them to God, the source of our blessings and hope.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Generous God, you invite us to live generous lives,
trusting that you have given us to each other to work together:
We are better together.

In service to our neighbor, in love for all creation,
and in proclamation of your good news for all:
We are better together.

Bless these gifts we’'ve gathered,

give us generous hearts,

honest commitment to the call you've placed before us,

and sincere trust that we can rely on your grace and sufficiency
as we continue to serve you and your people. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving ELW Setting Four
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Preface ELW Setting Four
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From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #.
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Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting Four
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new testament in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,
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on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

God is now in flesh appearing.
Come to the feast of joy!

Please be seated.

Lamb of God ELW Setting Four
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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Our Communion Hymn today is frequently sung during communion
services reminding us of our spiritual food and drink presented through
the bread and wine. It is a traditional African American spiritual that
became very popular among young people and accompanied easily on
a guitar. It became more widely accepted when the hymn was
published in hymn books in the 1970’s. One scholar wrote that the
song ‘reflects a posture of humility and reverence before God as
repeated in the refrain ‘on our knees, with my face to the rising sun.”
The hymn is simple and repetitive, easily remembered and sung in
gatherings, often without written music.

Communion Hymn Let Us Break Bread Together
ELW # 471
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When I fall on my knees, with my  face to the ris - ing
0
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sun, (0] Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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Post Communion Song Cares Chorus
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I cast all my cares up-on  your—" I lay all of my
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bur - dens down at your [eel And an-y-tme  that T don’t know
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what to do, [ will cast all my cares  up-on  you——"

Prayer after Communion

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table.
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts
the mystery of your presence.

Move us to discover the wonders of your love

in the everyday moments of our lives,

through Christ born in us.

Amen.

Blessing

The triune God,

glorious Mystery,

holy Incarnate One,

abiding Comforter,

*+ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.
Amen.
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The Sending Song Arise, Your Light Has Come
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1 A - rise, your light has come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2 A - rise, your light has come! Fling wide the pris - on door;
3 A - rise, your light has come! All you in sor - row  born,
4 A - rise, your light has come! The moun - tains burst in song!
n H H } } }

show forth the glo-ry of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing,God’s pow’r will make us strong.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal

Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

Online Giving

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, you may use this QR code to access our
site for secure online giving.
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Your Prayers Are Invited

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers.
Those who are listed longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long
term prayer list through the link in the weekly e-news or the monthly
Link newsletters. To add a name to the prayer list or provide an
update, please contact the office.

Bob

Jim Brenneman

Mary Jane Brenneman

John A. (friend of Mike Messer)

Grace Griffin (daughter-in-law of Glenn & Robin Griffin)
Jay Griffin (Glenn Griffin’s brother)

Mark Lance (Stephanie Staerk’s cousin)

Charles Piantieri (husband of Diane Piantieri)

Sam Weiss (friend of Ross & Sue Frantz)

We remember in prayer the family and friends of Paul Engstrom who died on
December 26. May his loved ones be comforted by the promise and hope of
the resurrection.

The bread, and wine we share today are sponsored, by,
in celebration of the Christmas season!

Online Giving

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, you may use this QR code to access our
site for secure online giving.

Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.

Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973

22



Christ’s Lutheran Church
700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075
215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org
clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org

Ministers
Senior Pastor

Director of Spiritual Formation

Director of Music
Administrative Assistant

The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church

Reverend Axel Kaegler
Becca Shelor

Ken Selinger

Lorraine Pfeiffer

Preschool Director Sally Mead
Sexton Pete Carr
Assisting Minister Sue Frantz
Communion Assistants John Frantz, Sue Frantz
Soundboard Diane Polis
Livestream Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger
Counter(s) Jim and Mary Jane Brenneman
Altar Guild Linda Daniels
Closer TBD
Assisting Minister next Sunday Wes Craig

Sunday

This Week at CLC!

9:00 am

9:00 am
10:30 am

Monday 9:30 am

10:00 am — 6:00 pm

2:00 pm
7:30 pm

Tuesday 9:00 am — 10:45 am

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 pm

Wednesday 10:00 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
Thursday 11:30 am
Friday 11:00 am
8:00 pm

Saturday 9:00 am

Family Tables (chapel)
Choir Rehearsal
Worship at CLC and online

Monday Morning Men
PBJ Collection (chapel)
Family Stages (chapel)

BS Troop 1 (PH)

PBJ Collection (chapel)

Bears Il (200)

Wolf Cubs (203/204)

Troop 1 Committee Meeting (PH)
Pack 88 Committee Meeting (203/204)

Bible Study (200)

Bear Cubs (203/204)

AA (PH)

Trivia Night (Tannery Run)

60 Plus (PH)

Family Stages (chapel)
AA (200)

Pinewood Derby Workshop (PH)
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Monday January 19th
10am-12 pm

Parish HaIF

Christ’s Lutheran Church - Oreland

MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR.
DAY OF SERVICE

Make the holiday an especially meaningful one for you and
your children! Work with your child/children on a variety of
fun service projects, designed for their smaller hands.
Snacks will be provided.

ADMISSION IS FREE!
WE ASK THAT YOU BRING AT LEAST ONE
OF THE FOLLOWING:
¢ Money for Lutheran World Relief
* Non-perishable grocery items for
food bank (no glass and please check
expiration dates)

This event is designed for families - please
plan to stay and experience this Day of
Service with your child/children.

All ages welcome!

RSVP BY WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14TH
to director-spiritualform@christs-oreland,org
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