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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

In the days after the Epiphany of Our Lord we commemorate not only 
Paul’s seeing the light but his saintly effort thereafter at being the light. 
Having our eyes opened by the Spirit of God in holy baptism, having 
been enlightened by the word read and proclaimed in the assembly, 
and having regained our strength in the Lord’s supper, we too are 
converted—turned again to follow in God’s way. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters.  Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Mighty God, lover of justice, 
 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen. 
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The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace.  Amen. 
 
Gathering Song                                        Faith Begins by Letting Go                                                                                           
                                                                                             ACS # 1004 

 
Greeting 
  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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Our HOP, “Will You Come and Follow Me” (called “The Summons”), 
was written by John Bell, an Irish theologian.  The hymn was first 
published in 1987 and the song asks a series of 13 questions, a record 
for any hymn.  We need to sing all 5 verses as we’re challenged to 
“leave yourself behind” and to ‘risk the hostile stare” (stanza two), “set 
the prisoner free” and “kiss the leger clean” (stanza three), and “use 
the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around” (stanza four).  The 
tune is a traditional Scottish ballad entitled “Kelvingrove.”  Bell wrote 
that “the purpose of singing is to engage people in a fuller participation 
and stretch their faith and encourage them to live in a manner that 
reflects justice.”    
 
Hymn of Praise                                    Will You Come and Follow Me                                      
                                                                                               ELW # 798 
 
  

Please see the next page for the hymn. 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.  
 

O God, by the preaching of your apostle Paul you have caused the 
light of the gospel to shine throughout the world. Grant that we may 
follow his example and be witnesses to the truth of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading                                                          Acts 8:1-3, 9:1-22 
 

A reading from Acts, chapters 8 and 9.   
 

1 And Saul approved of their killing him. 
 

That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, 
and all except the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside 
of Judea and Samaria. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made loud 
lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church by entering 
house after house; dragging off both men and women, he committed 
them to prison.   
                         

1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now 
as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light 
from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He 
asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood 
speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got 
up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see 
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight and neither ate nor 
drank. 
  10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, 
Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called 
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 
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Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a 
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he 
might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard 
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints 
in Jerusalem, 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind 
all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an 
instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before gentiles and 
kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and 
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, 
the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me 
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and 
his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 

  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and 
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 
“He is the Son of God.” 21 All who heard him were amazed and said, “Is 
not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who 
invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of 
bringing them bound before the chief priests?” 22 Saul became 
increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah. 
  

Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 67                                                         W & P # 144 | Thy Word                                                                                                  
    

The congregation will sing the following response: 

 

 1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 2 Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples 
with equity and guide all the nations on earth.                       Response     
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     5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
   6 The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
   7 May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.             Response 
 
Second Reading                                                       Galatians 1:11-24 
 
A reading from Galatians, chapter 1. 
 
Paul writes: 11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel 
that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin, 12 for I did not 
receive it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it 
through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
  13 You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was 
violently persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14 I 
advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same 
age, for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my 
ancestors. 15 But when the one who had set me apart before I was 
born and called me through his grace was pleased 16 to reveal his Son 
to me, so that I might proclaim him among the gentiles, I did not confer 
with any human, 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
already apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and 
afterward I returned to Damascus. 
  18 Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas 
and stayed with him fifteen days, 19 but I did not see any other apostle 
except James the Lord’s brother. 20 In what I am writing to you, before 
God, I do not lie! 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and 
Cilicia, 22 and I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea that 
are in Christ; 23 they only heard it said, “The one who formerly was 
persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he once tried to 
destroy.” 24 And they glorified God because of me. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.    
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

 
Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Gospel Acclamation                                                                     Gloria 
(sing as directed)                                                                 WOV # 640 

 
The Holy Gospel                                                              Luke 21:10-19 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
10 Jesus said to the disciples, “Nation will rise against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom;11 there will be great earthquakes and in 
various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful 
portents and great signs from heaven. 
  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; 
they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be 
brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13 This will 
give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to 
prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a 
wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or 
contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by 
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 You will 
be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will 
perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 

Children’s Message                                             Pastor Axel Kaegler 
 
A Moment of Prayer                              Cradling Children in His Arm 
                                                                                               ELW # 444 

 
The Message                                                             Pastor Axel Kaegler 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day                                   A Mighty Fortress is Our God                                                                                           
                                                                                               ELW # 504 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us name and proclaim the God who saves us, using the words of 
the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, 
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our 
home. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the 
gospel to the church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and 
deepen the faith of all who follow Christ. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for 
the gift of life. Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s 
resources with all inhabitants of this garden planet. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the 
measure of Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly 
condemned. We pray your guidance for those in authority. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Father, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and 
any who are sick. We pray especially for Bob, Jim, Mary Jane, Mark, 
Matt, Shane, Michael, Virginia, Hans, the Engstrom family, the 
Rothenheber family, the Daniels family, the Wendte family, and the 
Miller family. We pray also for all who are affected by natural disasters. 
Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. 
Nurture in us a spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one 
another as you love us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us 
until we come at last into the communion of all your saints in light. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving kindness made known 
to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

 
 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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 Musical Offering      “Jesus Christ Was Born”            Grier/Wagner 
 

Flute: Carol Copland 
 

Before the night had turned to day, 
Before the light of morn, 

before the stars did drift away, 
Jesus Christ was born. 

 
Please stand. 

 
Offertory Hymn                                                 In the Bleak Midwinter 
Verse 3                                                                                  ELW # 294 
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Offering Prayer 

 
Our God is a generous God, 
providing manna in the wilderness. 
 
Our God is a steadfast God, 
with us even unto the end of the age. 
 
Our God is a God of newness and calling, 
inviting us to honor new visions and embrace new dreams. 
 
Israel was fed with manna from heaven. 
Elijah was sustained by bread and meat brought by ravens. 
The disciples traveled with a common purse, 
sharing their gifts with one another. 
Christ invited those gathered at the Feast of the Five Thousand 
to witness a generosity beyond what they could imagine. 
The ancient church shared all things in common, 
believing that the call to communal spiritual growth 
is also a call to give back to God what God has given us. 
In keeping with this history and heritage, trusting that God provides us 
with everything we need to do, what we are called to do, and be who 
we are called to be, we gather our offering - the first fruits of our labor. 
We commend them to God, the source of our blessings and hope.                                  
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Generous God, you invite us to live generous lives, 
trusting that you have given us to each other to work together: 
We are better together.  
 
In service to our neighbor, in love for all creation, 
and in proclamation of your good news for all: 
We are better together.  
 
Bless these gifts we’ve gathered, 
give us generous hearts, 
honest commitment to the call you’ve placed before us, 
and sincere trust that we can rely on your grace and sufficiency 
as we continue to serve you and your people.    
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing  
 
May the triune God, 
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The Sending Song                    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  
                                                                                               ELW # 815                                                                                

 
Dismissal  
 
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God 
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Your Prayers Are Invited 
 

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those 
who are listed longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long term prayer list 
through the link in the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To add 
a name to the prayer list or provide an update, please contact the office.   
 
Bob 
Jim Brenneman 
Mary Jane Brenneman 
Matt Cirigliano (friend of Pastor Kaegler) 
Mark Lance (Stephanie Staerk’s cousin) 
Shane Morrissy 
Hans Noerr (friend of Don & Pat Hallman) 
Michael Nugent (Stephanie Staerk’s cousin) 
Virginia Staerk (Stephanie Staerk’s sister-in-law) 
 
 

The flowers on the altar today have been sponsored by 
Linda & Rick Daniels  

in memory of Linda’s son, Christopher Trickel  
and Linda’s father, William Heilemann. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              Online Giving 
 

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s 
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, you may use this QR code to access our 
site for secure online giving. 

 
 
Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.  
Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973 
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

 

Ministers                                                The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                   Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                        Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                               Ken Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                              Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                              Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                   Pete Carr 
 

Assisting Minister                                                                          Steve Seyfried 
Soundboard                                                                                        Diane Polis 
Livestream                      Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counter(s)                                                                                           Lori Stevens 
Closer                                                                                                            TBD 
Assisting Minister next Sunday                                                          John Frantz 
 

 
This Week at CLC! 

 

Sunday             9:00 am                                                  Family Tables (chapel) 
                          9:00 am                                                             Choir Rehearsal           
                        10:30 am                                             Worship at CLC and online 
                        11:30 am                                           Annual Meeting (sanctuary) 
                         

Monday           9:30 am                                                     Monday Morning Men 
                       10:00 am – 6:00 pm                                    PBJ Collection (chapel) 
                       11:00 am                                                           CLC Yarners (200) 
                         7:30 pm                                                             BS Troop 1 (PH) 
                 

Tuesday           9:00 am – 10:45 am                               PBJ Collection (chapel) 
                        10:00 am                                                   Family Stages (chapel) 
                         6:00 pm                                                   Lions/Tigers (203/204) 
                         7:00 pm                                                            AOL Scouts (200) 
                         7:00 pm                                                                  Webelos (PH) 
                         7:00 pm                                          Pub Theology (Tannery Run) 
         

Wednesday    10:00 am                                                            Bible Study (200) 
                         7:00 pm                                                                           AA (PH) 
 

Friday               8:00 pm                                                                        AA (200)  
 

 
 

mailto:clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org
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Please sign up through the link in the weekly e-news or by 
contacting Betty Messer at betty.messer508@gmail.com. 

mailto:betty.messer508@gmail.com

