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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of 
God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and 
becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light 
to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the 
Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our 
baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed 
or in need of God’s healing. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters.  Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Mighty God, lover of justice, 
 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen. 
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The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace.  Amen. 
 
Gathering Song             Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 
                                                               ELW # 304           

 

Greeting 
  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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Our HOP, “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters,” is considered a 
contemporary hymn written by Ruth Duck in 1987.  The song uses 
powerful water imagery and is associated with baptism, the new 
creation in Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit.  The words provide 
some divine guidance for life’s journey.  It focuses on spiritual 
cleansing.  The tune comes from a 1844 publication from Philadelphia, 
“The Sacred Harp.”  Philadelphia musical institutions have long played 
an important role in the development of sacred music.    
 
Hymn of Praise                          Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters                                      
                                                                                               ELW # 445 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  
 
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are 
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and 
sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading                                                                    Isaiah 42:1-9 
 
A reading from Isaiah, chapter 42.   
                             
 1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
 I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice 
  or make it heard in the street; 
 3 a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth, 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
 5 Thus says God, the LORD, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6 I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
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  a light to the nations, 
  7 to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8 I am the LORD; that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 
 9 See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 29                                                         W & P # 144 | Thy Word                                                                                                  
    

The congregation will sing the following response: 

 
 1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory 
thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
 4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.                  Response 
 
 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 7 The voice of the LORD 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.                   Response 
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 9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips 
the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 11 O LORD, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.                   Response 
 
Second Reading                                                             Acts 10:34-43 
 
A reading from Acts, chapter 10. 
 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone 
who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.    
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Gospel Acclamation                                                                     Gloria 
(sing as directed)                                                                 WOV # 640 

 
The Holy Gospel                                                          Matthew 3:13-17 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be 
so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he 
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him 
and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on 
him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 

Children’s Message                                             Pastor Axel Kaegler 
 
A Moment of Prayer                                                     Holy, Holy, Holy 
                                                                                               ELW # 473 

 
The Message                                                             Pastor Axel Kaegler 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day           ELW # 451 |  We are Baptized in Christ Jesus                                                                                           

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us name and proclaim the God who saves us, using the words of 
the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
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he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, 
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our 
home. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our 
divisions, and unite us in mission. Uphold our lay leaders, 
missionaries, pastors, bishops, and all who proclaim hope in a broken 
world. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 
Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and 
springs. Create in us an urgent desire to preserve the beauty and 
bounty of your good creation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and 
end cycles of violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, 
detainees, and all who flee from persecution. Sustain international aid 
workers and peacemakers. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and 
support for those seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the 
dying, and comfort all who are grieving or ill. We pray especially for 
Roseann, John, Sam, Charles, Grace, Jay, Bob, Jim, Mary Jane, 
Mark, Brice, Matt, the Engle family, the Rose family, the Nelson family, 
the Villeux family, and the Engstrom family. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we 
may serve Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our 
enemies. We pray for travelers and those who are homebound. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks 
for those who have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them 
in your everlasting peace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving kindness made known 
to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
 Musical Offering            “Et in Terra Pax”                               Purifoy 
                                                                         (based on Luke 2:13-14) 
                                         

Et is terra pax, and on earth peace. 
Gloria in excelsis, Glory to God in the highest! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand. 
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Offertory Hymn                                                 In the Bleak Midwinter 
Verse 3                                                                                  ELW # 294 

 
Offering Prayer 

 
Our God is a generous God, 
providing manna in the wilderness. 
 
Our God is a steadfast God, 
with us even unto the end of the age. 
 
Our God is a God of newness and calling, 
inviting us to honor new visions and embrace new dreams. 
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Israel was fed with manna from heaven. 
Elijah was sustained by bread and meat brought by ravens. 
The disciples traveled with a common purse, 
sharing their gifts with one another. 
Christ invited those gathered at the Feast of the Five Thousand 
to witness a generosity beyond what they could imagine. 
The ancient church shared all things in common, 
believing that the call to communal spiritual growth 
is also a call to give back to God what God has given us. 
In keeping with this history and heritage, trusting that God provides us 
with everything we need to do, what we are called to do, and be who 
we are called to be, we gather our offering - the first fruits of our labor. 
We commend them to God, the source of our blessings and hope.                                  
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Generous God, you invite us to live generous lives, 
trusting that you have given us to each other to work together: 
We are better together.  
 
In service to our neighbor, in love for all creation, 
and in proclamation of your good news for all: 
We are better together.  
 
Bless these gifts we’ve gathered, 
give us generous hearts, 
honest commitment to the call you’ve placed before us, 
and sincere trust that we can rely on your grace and sufficiency 
as we continue to serve you and your people.    
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing  
 
May the triune God, 
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The Sending Song                       Songs of Thankfulness and Praise  
                                                                                               ELW # 310                                                                                

 
Dismissal  
 
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.  
Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973 
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Your Prayers Are Invited 

 
We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. 
Those who are listed longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long 
term prayer list through the link in the weekly e-news or the monthly 
Link newsletters. To add a name to the prayer list or provide an 
update, please contact the office.   
 
Bob 
John A. (friend of Mike Messer) 
Jim Brenneman 
Mary Jane Brenneman 
Matt Cirigliano (friend of Pastor Kaegler) 
Grace Griffin (daughter-in-law of Glenn & Robin Griffin) 
Jay Griffin (Glenn Griffin’s brother) 
Brice Hickey (Penelope Daniels’ dad) 
Mark Lance (Stephanie Staerk’s cousin) 
Charles Piantieri (husband of Diane Piantieri) 
Sam Weiss (friend of Ross & Sue Frantz) 
 

 
The flowers on the altar today have been sponsored by  

Don & Judy Berger in celebration of children! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              Online Giving 
 

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s 
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, you may use this QR code to access our 
site for secure online giving. 
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

 
Ministers                                                The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                   Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                        Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                               Ken Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                              Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                              Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                   Pete Carr 
 
Assisting Minister                                                                                 Wes Craig 
Soundboard                                                                                        Diane Polis 
Livestream                      Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counter(s)                                                                            Tim and Deb Hilbert 
Closer                                                                                                            TBD 
Assisting Minister next Sunday                                                          Adele Kelly 
 

This Week at CLC! 
 

Sunday             9:00 am                                                  Family Tables (chapel) 
                          9:00 am                                                             Choir Rehearsal           
                        10:30 am                                             Worship at CLC and online 
                        11:30 am                                                        Coffee Hour (lobby) 
                         
Monday           9:30 am                                                     Monday Morning Men 
                       10:00 am – 6:00 pm                                    PBJ Collection (chapel) 
                       11:00 pm                                                          CLC Yarners (200) 
                         7:30 pm                                                             BS Troop 1 (PH) 
                 
Tuesday           9:00 am – 10:45 am                               PBJ Collection (chapel) 
                         5:00 pm                                                         AOLs (PH, kitchen) 
                         6:00 pm                                                   Lions/Tigers (203/204) 
                         7:00 pm                                                     Council Meeting (200) 
                         7:00 pm                                                         Webelos (203/204) 
         
Wednesday    10:00 am                                                            Bible Study (200) 
                         7:00 pm                                                                           AA (PH) 
 
Friday              8:00 pm                                                                         AA (200)  
 
Saturday          8:00 am                                           Men’s Breakfast (Halligan’s) 
                       11:00 am       Clyde Engle Service (visitation begins at 10:00 am)   

mailto:clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org
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Please Note:  Unfortunately, Wissahickon High School’s auditorium is 
no longer available for the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Service of 
Remembrance on January 18th. 
  
Following are the changes: 
  
The Solidarity Walk will begin at 3 pm from the Wissahickon High 
School parking lot and go to Bethlehem Baptist Church.  
  
The Remembrance Service will begin at 4 pm at Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, not the high school. 
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