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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. 
Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the 
world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the 
grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The 
angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, 
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, 
we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude                           
 
Choral Meditation            “Breath of Heaven”                          Grant 
 

Soloist:  Debbie Melnick 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Please stand in body or spirit, as you are able. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty Savior, 
Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 
let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Reconciling God, 
 
we yearn for your presence to transform 
our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
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we have not always recognized 
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violent systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 
 
God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song                   ELW # 283 | O Come, All Ye Faithful               

 
Greeting                                                                          
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise                                     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Verses 1 and 3                                                                      ELW # 270 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.  
 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen.  

 
Please be seated. 
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THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

The First Reading                                                               Isaiah 9:2-7                                    
             

A reading from Isaiah, chapter 9. 
 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 
 on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Musical Offering           Christmas Sanctus                           Dengler 
 

See the weary pair  nestled in a stable bare, 
gazing at their baby boy, filled with love and praise. 

Earth and heaven sing, worshiping the newborn King, 
who has come to change the world. 
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Second Reading                                                              Titus 2:11-14 
                                    
A reading from Titus, chapter 2. 
 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training 
us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to 
live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for 
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his 
own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
 

Gospel Hymn                                           O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Verses 1 and 2                                                                     ELW # 279 
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The Holy Gospel                                                                Luke 2:1-20 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.    
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Gospel Hymn                                           O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Verses 3 and 4                                                                     ELW # 279 

 
 

             
Please be seated.   

 
The Message                                                           Pastor Axel Kaegler 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day                                  Angels We Have Heard on High 
                                                                                               ELW # 289 

 
Nicene Creed 
 
Let us confess our common faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
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true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and  
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the 
church, creation, and all who are in need. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
Gathering God, you bring your people from every corner of the earth 
together before the manger that you have made a throne. Unite the 
church in love as we rejoice in the news of your coming. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Join our 
voices with the roaring seas, the exulting fields, and the trees of the 
forest singing for joy on this holy night. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. 
Empower our hands, feet, and hearts with your Spirit to shatter the rod 
of the oppressor and turn swords into plowshares. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Shepherding God, you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. 
Send us into the world to find your Word made flesh in one another. 
We pray especially for Rachael, Pam, Roseann, Joanne, Ken, 
Marlene, Marge, Eleanor, John, Sam, Charles, Grace, Fred, Jay, Bob, 
Paul, the Engle family, the Rose family, the Nelson family, and the 
Villeux family. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Sustain housing 
and clothing ministries in this community, that all find shelter and 
warmth. We pray especially for youth seeking safety and care. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Abiding God, you remain at the side of all the departed. Grant all who 
mourn hope in the resurrection and peace in Christ Jesus. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to 
you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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Passing of the Peace                              
 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.  
And his name is the wonderful counselor,  
the almighty God, the everlasting Father,  
the Prince of Peace who brings us peace.   
 
The peace Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

 
Please be seated.  

 
Musical Offering              Sing Out the News!                  Price/Besig 
 

Sing out the news, tell all the world this Christmas morning; 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 
Soloist:  Debbie Melnick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand. 
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Offertory Hymn                                                         What Child is This 
Verses 1 and 3                                                                      ELW # 296                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
 
God of glory, 
great are your wonders among us 
and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving                                                          Setting Four   
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Preface                                                                                 Setting Four                                                                           
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Holy, Holy, Holy                                                       ELW Setting Four 

 

Words of Institution 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
God is now in flesh appearing. 
Come to the feast of joy! 
 
Gathering at the Lord’s Table 

 

All who wish to receive Christ are welcomed at his table! 
  

Come forward by the center aisle as directed by an usher. 
 

Pick up an empty glass or one prefilled with juice. 
 

We will be using pretzel bread for communion  
tied in the monastic style. 

 

Gluten free bread is available on the table if desired.  
 

The pastor will place the bread in your hand.    
He will offer a blessing to children not receiving communion. 

 

Proceed to your right or left to receive the wine. 
 

Return to your seat by the side aisles,  
leaving your empty glass in the basket. 
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Lamb of God                                                            ELW Setting Four 
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Communion Hymn   "I Wonder As I Wander"   an Appalachian Carol 
 

Soloist:  Debbie Melnick 
 
Communion Hymn                                                         The First Noel 
Verses 1 and 4                                                                     ELW # 300 
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Communion Hymn                            It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
Verses 1 and 4                                                                     ELW # 282 

 
Please stand. 

 
Post Communion Blessing 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace.   
Amen.  
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Post Communion Hymn    Joy to the World 
                                                                                             ELW # 267 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
 
The triune God, 
glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

Amen. 
 
Passing the Light 
 
The Light shines out in the darkness. 
And the darkness does not overcome it. 
 

The light will be passed throughout the congregation 
beginning with the ushers. 

 
Please tilt your unlit candle into the lit candle. 

 
The choir will proceed down the side aisle. 

Once the choir is in place the hymn “Silent Night” will begin. 
___________ 

 
Please hold the lit candle upright at all times 

to keep wax from falling onto your neighbor or the floor. 
 
 
 
 

                                Online Giving 
 

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s 
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, you may use this QR code to access our 
site for secure online giving. 

 
 
 
Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.  
Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #15899737. 
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The Sending Song                                        ELW # 281 | Silent Night 

                                                                                                
Dismissal    
 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Thank you to the following for sponsoring the  
Christmas decorations and poinsettias 

 

Karen Bennion   In celebration of the season    
    In celebration of family near and far 
Don & Judy Berger   In celebration of family 
    In memory of family 
    In memory of friends 
Jim & Mary Jane Brenneman       In memory of our parents 
          In celebration of our children and grandchildren 
Leigh-Ann Bussinger        In memory of William and Eunice Pfeiffer 
Sherri Edwards   In memory of Ann and Duck Edwards 
    In memory of Evelyn Edwards 
Shirley Engle   In memory of Clyde Engle 
                                                             In celebration of my wonderful family 
Ross & Sue Frantz   In celebration of our daughters, sons-in-law,  
                                                             and grandchildren 
    In memory of John & Dot Frantz and Joan Reynolds 
    In celebration of Chris Reynolds 
Jean & Steve Godsall-Myers   In honor of our grandchildren,  
         (Omi and Opa)                             Charlie & Eva Myers 
Pat & Don Hallman                            In celebration of our family 
                                                                             Kate, Jonathan, Christine, Josiah, Matthias 
                                                              In memory of our parents 
                                                                              The Rev Mr & Mrs Robert A Laubach 
                                                                              Mr & Mrs Pershing H Hallman 
Jim Heidler   In memory of Eleanor Heidler, mother 
    In memory of Marie Farr, sister 
    In memory of Louise Watts, aunt 
Cheryl Kaighn   In memory of George Kaighn 
John & Debbie Melnick  In memory of our parents 
     Alice & John and  Helen & John 
    In celebration of Jennifer & Danny 
Jerry, Gail and the Polis Family In memory of Jim Polis 
    In memory of Heather Polis 
Chris Reynolds   In memory of Joan Reynolds 
    In celebration of my wonderful family 
Kim Righter   In celebration of family and friends 
Susan & David Ross  In memory of Raymond Ross 
    In memory of Joan & Stan Hiltabiddle 
Ken & Betsy Selinger  In memory of our parents and Ken’s brother, Steve 
    In celebration of our children, Stephen and Kristen 
                                                                  and grandchildren, Cassidy and Ryan 
Dolores Sweeney   In memory of Lawrence Sweeney 
Dolores Sweeney, daughter  In memory of Joseph and Elise Dodel 
Earl & Allison Uehling  In celebration of grandparents 
    In celebration of Jenny, Thom, Abby, Shan, & Carly 
Paul & Bonnie Zieger  In memory of Hermina and Paul Raser 
    In memory of Ruth and Wilbur Zieger 
    In memory of Anna Zieger 
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To Our Musicians 
 

We offer our thanks and appreciation  
for the contributions from 

Ken and Betsy Selinger and our choir and the following: 
 

Soloist:  Debbie Melnick 
Trumpet:  Danny Melnick 

 
Our Thanks to all those who assisted in preparing our 

church for this holy night and to all of you,  
our love and thanks! 
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

 
Ministers                                                The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                   Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                        Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                               Ken Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                              Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                              Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                   Pete Carr 
 
Serving this evening: 
 
Assisting Ministers                                                                           Don Hallman              
Communion Assistants                                                   Jen Melnick, John Frantz 
Soundboard                                                                                         Diane Polis 
Livestream                      Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counters                                                                                         Betty Messer 
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