September 7, 2025

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Christ’s Lutheran Church

700 East Pennsylvania Avenue
Oreland, Pennsylvania

Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
connects individuals to God, each other, and the community.




Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church!

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by
translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day:
Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and
forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in
remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to
“choose life’—to choose life in God as our own.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of -+ Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.




Gathering Song O God beyond All Praising
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(0] God be-yond all prais - ing, we wor-ship you to - day
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2 The flowr of earth-ly splen-dor in time must sure -1y die,
3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we bring,
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and sing the love a - maz - ing that songs can-nol re - pay;
its frag - ile bloom sur -ren - der to you, the Lord most high;
that we who know your fa - vor may  serve you as our King;
0 |
e I T . T -
1V 1 11 I | [ 1 [ 1 11
J ¥ 4 & g ¥ & . A C—
for we can on-ly won-der at ev - 'ry gift you send,
but hid - den fromall na-ture the e - ter - nal seed is sown—
and wheth - er our to - mor-rows be filled with good or ill,
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al bless-ings with - out num-ber and  mer-cies with-out end:

though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar - den grown:
we’ll  tri-umph through our sor-rows and rise to bless you still:

we lift  our hearts be - fore you and  wait up-on your word,

for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set us  [ree,
o mar - vel at your beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.
and we through him are giv - en the fi - nal vic - to - ry.
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac -ri-fice of praise.

Text: Michael Perry, 1942-19%6
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Hymn of Praise This is the Feast
ELW Setting Four

Refrain
Assisting minister

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a.

1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
n Final refrain

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain

has be - gun his reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in
all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your
holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20
A reading from Deuteronomy, chapter 30.

15“See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. ‘°If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that
| am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in
his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances,
then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will
bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. *’ But if your
heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down
to other gods and serve them, | declare to you today that you shall
certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing
the Jordan to enter and possess. *°| call heaven and earth to witness
against you today that | have set before you life and death, blessings
and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may

live, ?°loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him,
for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in
the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 1 Bless the Lord

The congregation will sing the following response:
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Bless  the Lord, my soul, who leads me in - to life.

L Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the
scornful!
>Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  Response

®They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due
season, with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
“It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
° Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment
comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. Response



Second Reading Philemon 1-21
A reading from Philemon.

L Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To our beloved coworker Philemon, ?to our sister Apphia, to our
fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in your house:

®Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

“| thank my God always when | mention you in my
prayers, °because | hear of your love for all the saints and your faith
toward the Lord Jesus. °| pray that the partnership of your faith may
become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in
Christ. “| have indeed received much joy and encouragement from
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed
through you, my brother.

®For this reason, though | am more than bold enough in Christ to
command you to do the right thing, ° yet | would rather appeal to you
on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also
as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. °| am appealing to you for my child,
Onesimus, whose father | have become during my
imprisonment. ** Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed
useful to you and to me. *?| am sending him, that is, my own heart,
back to you. *| wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister
to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, **but |
preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good
deed might be voluntary and not something forced. *° Perhaps this is
the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might
have him back for the long term, **no longer as a slave but more than
a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

7So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would
welcome me. **If he has wronged you in any way or owes you
anything, charge that to me. *°1, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand: | will repay it. | say nothing about your owing me even your own
self. °Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord!
Refresh my heart in Christ. ?* Confident of your obedience, | am writing
to you, knowing that you will do even more than | ask.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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Please stand in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia
ELW Setting Four
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.
The Holy Gospel Luke 14:25-33

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*>Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and
said to them, 2 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple. ?” Whoever does not carry the cross and
follow me cannot be my disciple. ?® For which of you, intending to build
a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether
he has enough to complete it? ?° Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule
him, *° saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to

finish.” ** Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? * If he
cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and
asks for the terms of peace. ** So therefore, none of you can become
my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
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Bag Blessing Becca Shelor

A Moment of Prayer ELW # 473 | Holy, Holy, Holy
e e i s s

1 ] 1 ) } ‘H _d{- -i }! P i' i H & &

San - to, san - fo, san - to, mi co - ra-zon tea - do - rda.

Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, my  heart, my heart a - dores you.

Mi co - ra-zon te  sa - be de-cir: San - to_eres  Se - For.
My  heart is glad to say the words: You are ho - ly, God.

Text: Argentine waditional
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional

The Message Pastor Axel Kaegler

Please stand in body or spirit.



Hymn of the Day Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

ELW # 802
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1 Let us ev -er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,

2 Let us suf-fer here with Je-sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.

3 Let us glad-ly dic with Je-sus. Sinceby deathhe  con-quered death,

4 Let us al - so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead

through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin  our spir-its lure.
Joy  will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor-tal breath.
that  to life we may a-wak-en Je - sus, you are now our head,

On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - "lers here, our home a - bove,
Thoughto-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let us mor-u - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we  are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Sav-ior's bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in your ptes-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me  a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here [ share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you [  die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze. 18th cent.
Text @ 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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Apostles’ Creed

Let us confess our common faith using the words of the Apostles’
Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.
Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and
all in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for your aid. Help the church to follow in your ways. Help us to
be a witness to your love for all people. Help us choose all that is life-
giving and confront the forces of death. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for creation. Help us to cherish and nurture the incredible
work of your hands. Sustain farmlands, animals, and waters. Restore
places affected by calamities. Shield coastlands from rising seas. God
of grace,

receive our prayer.

11



We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly.
Grant them compassion to care for the marginalized. Equip them for
actions that further the common good of all people. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely. May they
find healing through your love and the care of those around them.
Lead us to be your hands and feet in the world. We pray especially for
Rachael, Vincent, Bob, Eleanor, Davis, Diane, Pam, the Mundrick
family and the Polis family. May they be enveloped by your love. God
of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation. Help us to be united in love and faith.
Refresh our hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another.
We pray that our sharing of faith may transform lives, including our
own. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. We
thank you, Lord, for the gift of their lives on earth. Surround them with
your divine mercy as they find peace and rest in your loving embrace.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

You are invited to share God'’s peace with those around you
and to greet those who are worshipping online.

Please be seated.
Musical Offering

Please stand.
12



Offertory Hymn
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Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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aig — — —
(4

o]

Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise him, all crea-tures here be - low;

o P ee . P p o

15 'j ~— ; t  —
‘/}." { 1 1 i r F I
- ! ! | ! }

Q # T i } L i ! u 4 } | I i T |

praise him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost.

* o o

=
halll X2
Vi | ]
1 . |
T

7

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

_'
]

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given
to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on
you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to
bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

ELW Setting Four
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right

to give our thanks and

praise.
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Preface ELW Setting Four
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:

From Evangelical Lutheran Worslip copyright © 2006, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
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Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting Four
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new testament in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.

Please be seated.

Lamb of God ELW Setting Four
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.
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Communion Hymn O Jesus, | Have Promised
ELW # 810
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh let me hear you speak -ing in  ac - cents clear and  still
4 0O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
I sece the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you arc by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.

now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E, Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Newvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693

Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen

you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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Post Communion Song

Cares Chorus
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Prayer after Communion

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Blessing

The God of righteousness,

who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free,

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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The Sending Song Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

ELW# 772
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1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his stat-utes still!
2 Or - der my foot-steps by your word and make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sist my soul, too apt to stray, a strict-er watch to  keep;
4 Make me to walk in your com-mands,’tis a de-light-ful road;
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do his  willl
let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, but keep my con-science clear.
and should I e'er for - get your way, re - store your wan-d’ring sheep.
nor let my head or heart or hands of - fend a- gainst my God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: EVAN, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

Dismissal

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.
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Your Prayers Are Invited

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those who
are listed longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long term prayer list through
the link in the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To add a name to
the prayer list or provide an update, please contact the office.

Bob Harkins (Bill Harkins’ brother)

Vincent Kerper (friend of the Fittipaldi Family)
Davis Phelps (Marda Craig’s brother)

Diane Polis

Rachael Rinders (friend of the Kaegler Family)
Eleanor Rothenheber

Pam Schilling (friend of the Kelly Family)

The ffowers on the altar toc{ay have been sponsorecf Ey
Earl & Allison ‘”Ueﬁ(ing in celebration of gmndjmrents

and Karen Bennion in celebration # the Resurrection!

The bread and wine we share toc{ay have been gponsored' Ey
Robin & Glenn griﬁcin in celebration cf their
45 wed'd'ing anniversary!

Online Giving

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, you may use this QR code to access our
site for secure online giving.

Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.

Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973
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Christ’s Lutheran Church
700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075
215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org
clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org

Ministers The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church
Senior Pastor Reverend Axel Kaegler
Director of Spiritual Formation Becca Shelor
Director of Music Ken Selinger
Administrative Assistant Lorraine Pfeiffer
Preschool Director Sally Mead
Sexton Pete Carr
Supply Organist Patricia Hallman
Trumpet Richard Karschner
Assisting Minister Paul Zieger
Communion Assistants Sue Frantz, Paul Zieger
Soundboard Diane Polis
Livestream Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger
Altar Guild Sue Frantz
Counter(s) Jim and Mary Jane Brenneman
Closer Matt Menard
Assisting Minister next Sunday Jenna Balaicuis

Upcoming Altar Guild: September 21 Bonnie Zieger, Marge Holmes
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This Week at CLC!

Sunday 9:00 am God’s Work. Our Hands (PH)
10:30 am Worship at CLC and online

Monday 9:30 am Monday Morning Men
10:00 am — 6:00 pm PBJ Collection (chapel)

11:00 am CLC Yarners & Crafters (200)

6:30 pm Community Garden Meeting (200)

7:30 pm BS Troop 1 (PH)

Tuesday 9:00 am — 10:45 am PBJ Collection (chapel)
6:00 pm Lions/Tigers (203/204)

7:00 pm Council Meeting (200)

7:00 pm Webelos (203/204)

7:00 pm AOL Scouts (PH)

Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study (200)
7:00 pm AA (PH)

Thursday 11:30 am 60 Plus Adult Group (PH)
Friday 8:00 pm AA (200)
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700 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Oreland

Tenth Annual Community

Fall Festival

Rain or Shine

Free Family Fun
for Everyone

Bringa
non-perishable
item for the
Willow Grove
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