September 21, 2025

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Christ’s Lutheran Church

700 East Pennsylvania Avenue
Oreland, Pennsylvania

Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
connects individuals to God, each other, and the community.




Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church!

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers
(rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that
we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave
himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have
nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything
we need.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.
Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

whose name is majestic in all the earth,

who rescues and heals in every time of trouble,
who does all things well.

Amen.

Let us come before God, seeking forgiveness and life.
Silence is kept for reflection
Steadfast and saving God,

have mercy on us.

We confess to you all the ways

we turn from you and harm one another.

In your compassion,

forgive our sins and heal our hurts.

Bring forth from us a harvest of righteousness,
the fruits of gentleness and peacemaking,

the sheaves of wisdom and justice;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.




In the name of + Jesus, the Son of God,

receive mercy and find grace in your time of need.

Your transgressions are forgiven;
God's love is healing balm for your wounds.

Rejoice, for God raises you up to new life in Christ.

Amen.

Gathering Song

Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak
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Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: CANONBURY, Robert Schumann, 1810-1856

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie

ELW Setting One

Please see the next page for the Kyrie.



In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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This is the Feast

ELW Setting One
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for
one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your
wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Amos 8:4-7
A reading from Amos, chapter 8.

“Hear this, you who trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
°saying, “When will the new moon be over

so that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances,
®buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

"The LoRD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 113 From the Fullness of God

DATH # 18
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Text: John 1:16, adapt.
Music: Ray Makeever, b. 1943

! Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD;

praise the name of the LORD.

? Let the name of the LORD be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.

*From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the LORD be praised.

“The LorbD is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens. Response

*Who is like the LORD our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
®but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?
"The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
& enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.
°The LorD makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah! Response



Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7
A reading from First Timothy, chapter 2.

LFirst of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, ?for kings and all who are in high
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and dignity. ® This is right and acceptable before God our
Savior, “who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. ®For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
®who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.’ For this | was appointed a herald
and an apostle (I am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the
gentiles in faith and truth.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand in body or spirit.
Gospel Acclamation Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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The Holy Gospel Luke 16:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was
squandering his property. 2 So he summoned him and said to him,
‘What is this that | hear about you? Give me an accounting of your
management because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ * Then
the manager said to himself, ‘What will | do, now that my master is
taking the position away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and |
am ashamed to beg. *1 have decided what to do so that, when | am
dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their

homes.’ ® So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ ® He answered, ‘A
hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and make it fifty.” “ Then he asked another, ‘And how much do
you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him,
‘Take your bill and make it eighty.” ® And his master commended the
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of
this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are
the children of light. ° And | tell you, make friends for yourselves by
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome
you into the eternal homes.

W “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. **If,
then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will
entrust to you the true riches? ** And if you have not been faithful with
what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? **No
slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and
love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and wealth.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
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Children’s Message Becca Shelor

A Moment of Prayer Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
ELW # 752
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
“Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Message Pastor Axel Kaegler

Please stand in body or spirit.

Hymn of the Day In Christ There is No East or West
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2 In Christ shall true hearts ev-'ry-wherce their high com-mu - nion find;
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-c'er your race may be.
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, in  him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close  bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly Kkin to  me.

all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out  the whole wide earth.

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.
Music: MCKEE. African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949
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Apostles’ Creed

Let us confess our common faith using the words of the Apostles’
Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.
Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and
all in need.

A brief silence

O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating
the efforts of those who trample on the needy and practicing justice in
our own life and community. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its
resources, that all people may benefit from your abundant gifts and
that our stewardship of creation would be marked by justice and
sustainability. God of grace,

receive our prayer.
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Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic
justice for the benefit of all, especially those who are most vulnerable
and marginalized. Persuade them by your example of generosity and
compassion. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death, or
those grieving the loss of loved ones. We pray especially for Rachael,
Vincent, Bob, Eleanor, Davis, Diane, Pam, Roseann, Virginia S,
Virginia L, Nancy, Aleigha, Ben, the Mundrick family and the Polis
family. May they find comfort and strength in your love. Prepare us to
surround them with your healing care. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God of love, continue to motivate our congregation to enact economic
justice through tangible action, prioritizing the needs of our community
and sharing resources generously through our outreach and justice
ministries. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heavenly
chorus in praising your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief and
remind us of your promise of new life. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

You are invited to share God'’s peace with those around you
and to greet those who are worshipping online.

Please be seated.
Musical Offering “Our Father” Larson

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Our Father, hallowed be Thy name.
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Please stand.

Offertory Hymn We Give Thee But Thine Own
Verses 1 and 2 ELW # 686
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I We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;

2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true re - ceive,

3 The «cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,

4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all  that we have 1is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

and glad -1y, as thou bless-est wus, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it is a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt,
Music: HEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Canrica Lauda, 1850

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given
to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on
you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to
bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving

ELW Setting One
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Preface ELW Setting One
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From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by penmission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
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Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting One
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Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new testament in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.

Please be seated.

Lamb of God ELW Setting One
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Communion Hymn
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Take My Life, That | May Be
ELW # 685
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Take my life, that 1 may be

Take my hands and let them move
Take my voice and let me sing
Take my sil - ver and my gold,

con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
at the im-pulse of thy love;
al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
not a mite would I with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days;
take my feet and let them be
take my lips and let them be
take my in - tel - lect, and use

5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

a

let them flow in cease-less praise.
swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
ev - ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.

6 Take my love: my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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Post Communion Song

Cares Chorus
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Prayer after Communion

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Blessing

The God of righteousness,

who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free,

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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The Sending Song Rise Up, O Saints of God!

ELW # 669
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From wvain am - bi - tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow'r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman Q. Forness, b, 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Dismissal

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.
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Your Prayers Are Invited

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those who
are listed longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long term prayer list through
the link in the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To add a hame to
the prayer list or provide an update, please contact the office.

Ben Clark
Bob Harkins (Bill Harkins’ brother)
Vincent Kerper (friend of the Fittipaldi Family)
Davis Phelps (Marda Craig’s brother)
Diane Polis
Rachael Rinders (friend of the Kaegler Family)
Eleanor Rothenheber
Pam Schilling (friend of the Kelly Family)
Virginia Staerk,Virginia Landis,Nancy Staerk, Aleigha Sokolowski
(members of the Staerk Family)

The _f[owers on the altar and the bread & wine we share toc{ay
have been gponsorecf Ey The Menard Tamify.

Online Giving

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, you may use this QR code to access our
site for secure online giving.

Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.

Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973
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Christ’s Lutheran Church
700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075
215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org
clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org

Ministers The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church
Senior Pastor Reverend Axel Kaegler
Director of Spiritual Formation Becca Shelor
Director of Music Ken Selinger
Administrative Assistant Lorraine Pfeiffer
Preschool Director Sally Mead
Sexton Pete Carr
Assisting Minister Adele Kelly
Communion Assistants Jen Melnick, Adele Kelly
Soundboard Diane Polis
Livestream Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger
Counter(s) Jim and Mary Jane Brenneman
Altar Guild Bonnie Zieger, Marge Holmes
Closer Diana Nydick
Assisting Minister next Sunday Adele Kelly

Upcoming Altar Guild: October 5 Consy Finney
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This Week at CLC!

Sunday 9:00 am Family Tables (chapel)
9:00 am Choir Rehearsal

10:30 am Worship at CLC and online

Monday 9:30 am Monday Morning Men
10:00 am — 6:00 pm PBJ Collection (chapel)

11:00 am CLC Yarners (200)

7:30 pm BS Troop 1 (PH)

Tuesday 9:00 am — 10:45 am PBJ Collection (chapel)
6:00 pm Lions/Tigers (203/204)

7:00 pm AOL Scouts (200)

7:00 pm Webelos (203/204)

Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study (200)
7:00 pm AA (PH)

Friday 8:00 pm AA (200)
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700 E. Pennsylvania Ave., Oreland

Tenth Annual Community

Fall Festival

Rain or Shine

Free Family Fun
for Everyone

Bringa
non-perishable
item for the
Willow Grove

24



