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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human 
history. He invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in 
worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the 
word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, 
“the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
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You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Song                             ELW # 796 | How Firm a Foundation 

                                                                                                

Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise                                         Let the Whole Creation Cry 

Verse 1                                                                                   ELW # 876 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  
 
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you 
call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand 
with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants 
and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading                                                          Jeremiah 23:23-29                
 
A reading from Jeremiah, chapter 23. 
 
23 Am I a God nearby, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24 Who 
can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. 
Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. 25 I have heard what the 
prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have 
dreamed! I have dreamed!” 26 How long? Will the hearts of the 
prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy 
the deceit of their own heart? 27 They plan to make my people forget 
my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their 
ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream 
tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word 
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. 29 Is 
not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a 
rock in pieces? 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 82                                                                           Bless the Lord 
 
The congregation will sing the following response: 

 
 1 God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 
  giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 
 2 “How long will you judge unjustly, 
  and show favor to the wicked? 
 3 Save the weak and the orphan; 
  defend the humble and needy; 
 4 rescue the weak and the poor; 
  deliver them from the power of the wicked.                     Response 
 
 5 They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about 
in darkness; 
  all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
 6 Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 
  and all of you children of the Most High; 
 7 nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 
  and fall like any prince.’ ” 
 8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 
  for you shall take all nations for your own.                      Response 
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Second Reading                                                Hebrews 11:29 – 12:2                         
                         
A reading from Hebrews, chapters 11 and 12. 
 
29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry 
land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were 
drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been 
encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish 
with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies 
in peace. 
  32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 
prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 
justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the 
power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of 
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight. 35 Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better 
resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains 
and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death; they were sawn in 
two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep 
and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented 38 of whom the world was 
not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and 
holes in the ground. 
  39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something 
better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 
 
  12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so 
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us, 2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the 
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding 
its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Gospel Acclamation                    ELW # 172 | Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 

 
The Holy Gospel                                                              Luke 12:49-56 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said: 49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish 
it were already ablaze! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, 
and what constraint I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think 
that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division! 52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three 
against two and two against three; 53 they will be divided: 
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 
  54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the 
west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it 
happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There 
will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know 
how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not 
know how to interpret the present time?” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 9 

Please be seated. 
 

The Children’s Message                                                  Becca Shelor 
 

A Moment of Prayer                                 ELW # 473 | Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
The Message                                                      Pastor Bridget Galvin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day                                We Plow the Fields and Scatter 
                                                                                               ELW # 681 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us confess our common faith using the words of the Apostles’ 
Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, 
for God is near. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire 
global missionaries with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk 
alongside our partners in the gospel in solidarity, interdependence, and 
mutuality. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
Safeguard rivers and lakes, like Hillcrest Pond and the Wissahickon 
Creek, from pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists, policy 
makers, and advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources. 
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
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Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts 
among lawmakers who enact policies that protect our neighbors who 
are most vulnerable. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or 
detained, those who are fleeing from unsafe environments, and those 
who are sick or homebound. We pray especially for Rachael, 
Stephanie, Vincent, Bob, Eleanor, the McGowan family, the Mundrick 
family and the Polis family. Reassure them of your care in all times and 
places. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, 
inspire their planning for a new program year ahead. Kindle in us a 
spirit of collaboration and support for their work. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround 
us. By the example of their faith, enable us to run with perseverance 
the race set before us, until that day when we join their unending 
praise. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to 
the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom 
and companion.  
Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

 
 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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Musical Offering        “You Are My All in All”  Jernigan, arr. Ulreich 
 

Soprano: Debbie Melnick, Becca Shelor 
Soprano II: Jen Melnick, Marda Craig, Janet Engstrom, Bev Bortz 

Alto: Mary Jane Brenneman, Kathryn Steen 
 

Please stand. 
 

Offertory Hymn                                         Create in Me a Clean Heart 
                                                                                              WOV # 732 

 

 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing  
 

The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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The Sending Song                 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
                                                                                               ELW # 815  

 
 

Dismissal  
 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Your Prayers Are Invited 
 

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those who are 
listed longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long term prayer list through the link in 
the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To add a name to the prayer list or 
provide an update, please contact the office.   
 

Bob Harkins (Bill Harkins’ brother) 
Vincent Kerper (friend of the Fittipaldi Family) 
Rachael Rinders (friend of the Kaegler Family) 
Eleanor Rothenheber 
Stephanie Staerk 
 

The flowers on the altar today have been shared with us  
from all those who planted seeds on Rogation Sunday! 

 
Family Table 
 
Family Table is on hiatus until Sept. 7th. Please keep an eye on emails and 
LINKs over the summer for additional information on fall educational 
programs. 
 
Family Table is open to families of all ages and make-ups. Come learn about 
God, our faith and how we walk in the world as People of God. 
 
Summertime Sermon Question Series 
 
Do you have a question you’d like Pastor Kaegler to address in a sermon?  
Write your question down on one of the slips of paper found at the back of 
church and drop it in the collection basket.  A question will be drawn each 
week and Pastor will answer it in the following week’s sermon.  
 
Pub Theology 
 
Our next gathering will take place on Tuesday, August 26 at 7:00 pm at  
Tannery Run Brew Works, 131 E Butler Avenue, Ambler. RSVP to  
Pastor Kaegler at clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  We will be meeting on a Tuesday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org
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Trivia Team  
 
During the August challenge, the Saints & Sinners Team broke into two 
groups with the Sinners coming in 4th place and the Saints coming in 20th 
place.  There were a lot of teams! 
 
Are you able to answer any of the following questions that our teams tackled? 
 
1.  List the following Arnold Schwarzenegger movies beginning with the oldest 
first:  Twins, True Lies, Kindergarten Cop, Predator 
 
2.  Ex-President Jair Bolsonaro of what country was put on house arrest on 
August 4 over an alleged plot to overturn his country’s presidential election? 
 
3.  What is the name of the “Sex and the City” spinoff?   
 
Find the answers on the bottom of the back cover! 
 
The Saints & Sinners are looking forward to the next challenge 
on Wednesday, September 3 at Tannery Run, 131 E Butler Avenue, Ambler. 
 
Trivia Nights take place on the First Wednesday of every month from  
7:00 – 9:00 pm. Interested in joining the team? Come for fun, fellowship  
and perhaps a prize or two! Contact Daniel Melnick to RSVP. 
djmelnick328@verizon.net. 
 
Coffee Hour 
 
Would you like to host a Coffee Hour? We share fellowship after the Sunday 
morning service on the second Sunday of each month. If interested, please 
contact Jen Morrissy at jenmorrissy@gmail.com with any questions about 
hosting or to schedule a Sunday that works for you or your group. 
 
Please join us next on September 14! 
 
Wednesday Bible Study   
 

All are welcome to join us for Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at  
10:00 am in room 200 with Pastor Kaegler. Please join us as we explore the 
Letters to the Corinthians. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

mailto:djmelnick328@verizon.net
mailto:djmelnick328@verizon.net
mailto:jenmorrissy@gmail.com
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FAITH IN ACTION 
 

Community Garden 
 

See the SignUpGenius link in the weekly e-news to volunteer to deliver to the 
Mattie Dixon Food Cupboard.   Please contact Jerry Beil at 
ghbeil2@gmail.com with any questions. 

 
Willow Grove Food Pantry Collection 
 

A box is located in the back of the Narthex by the "Giving Place" for donations 
of nonperishable items. 
 

Once a month, or more if needed, we will drop off any donations to the pantry. 
Please consider bringing a nonperishable item to church with you each time 
you attend. Together we can help our brothers and sisters in need. Any 
questions please email Jen at community@christs-oreland.org.  
 
University Lutheran Feast Incarnate 
 

We look forward to supporting the weekly hospitality ministry serving meals 
for approximately 120 people affected by HIV/AIDS and others in need of food 
in the local community.  Volunteers cook and/or drive down to the church with 
us to help serve a meal.  
 

Our next UniLu date is December 16th, so please add that your calendar if 
you'd like to participate. If you would like to join the team of cooks or 
contribute in another way, please contact Sue Ross at joyfulsross@gmail.com 
Or Allison Uehling at auehling@comcast.net.  
 
PBJ Sandwich Donations  
PBJ sandwiches can be dropped off at the following times: 
 
Sunday mornings - Drop off your sandwiches in the narthex fridge when you 
come to Sunday morning services.   
Mondays - 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Coolers will be outside the chapel.  
Tuesdays - 9:00 am to 10:45 am Coolers will be outside the chapel.  
 
Please make PBJ sandwiches with plain white bread, creamy peanut butter, 
and grape jelly. Wrap sandwiches in individual sandwich baggies and leave 
them uncut. Mark your bag with the number of sandwiches enclosed. 
  
Thank you to our volunteers who pick up and deliver the sandwiches! If you’d 
like to help with delivery, please contact the church office. 

 
Thanks to your continued support of this program 

CLC donated 211 sandwiches this past week! 

 

mailto:ghbeil2@gmail.com
mailto:community@christs-oreland.org
mailto:joyfulsross@gmail.com
mailto:auehling@comcast.net
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FAITH IN ACTION 
 
Book Collection 
 

Books Through Bars is a local organization that collects books and sends 
them to prisoners who request them by letter. Although they get plenty of the 
latest bestsellers and classic literature, they have a great need for very 
specific books that are often requested but are in short supply. If you have 
any paperback books on the following topics to donate, please put them in 
the labeled box in the narthex. Thank you! 
 

Art, art instruction (drawing/painting/photography), home repair, building, 
HVAC instruction, plumbing, masonry, starting a business, real estate, cars, 
motorcycles, sudoku, crossword puzzles, and how to play the guitar 
(beginning and advanced). Wildlife, hunting, and sports magazines are also 
appreciated.  New requests for Manga and comic books!  
 
Visitation Ministry 
 

Our Visitation Team keeps homebound and hospitalized parishioners linked 
into the life of the Church through prayers, presence, and the sending of Holy 
Communion. If you have a heart for our congregation, want to listen to and 
treasure the lives of our church’s elders, and know that Jesus goes to 
everybody - contact Pastor Kaegler clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org to 
join this ministry!  Training, prayer and fellowship will be provided.   

 
Puzzle Exchange 
 

Research shows that puzzles help adults improve memory, enhance problem-
solving skills, manage stress, improve visual and spatial reasoning, and 
develop a more positive mood. If you want to see if the research is correct – 
or if you just want an indoor activity for cold weather – feel free to borrow a 
puzzle from the shelf in the narthex. Enjoy! 
 
Home Visits 
 

If you or someone you know would like Pastor Kaegler to visit, please contact 
him at clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org or call the office at 215-886-4612. 
 
Christ’s Lutheran Preschool 

 

We are presently accepting registrations for our Preschool Programs.  All 
programs meet from 9:00-12:00. Please contact Sally Mead, director, for 
more information at 215.886.4612 x 6 or clcpreschool@christs-oreland.org. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org
mailto:clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org
mailto:clcpreschool@christs-oreland.org
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CLC Evening Meditations 
 

Booklets, printed with the prior month’s meditations, may be found in a 
labeled container in the narthex. You are encouraged to pick up one or more 
copies to read at home and to share with family, friends and neighbors.  If 
you’d like the Tuesday and Thursday meditations delivered to your inbox, 
please contact the church office. clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org. If you’d 
like to join the team of CLC meditation writers, contact John Frantz 
at johnhfrantz123@gmail.com or call 215-885-4812.  
 
Digital Sound Board  
 

If you are interest in joining our sound board team, please contact  
Kathryn Steen (kathryn.steen@protonmail.com), Music Chair, or  
Rick Daniels (daniels.r@verizon.net). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              Online Giving 
 

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s 
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, you may use this QR code to access our 
site for secure online giving. 

 
 

Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.  
Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973 

 

mailto:clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org
mailto:johnhfrantz123@gmail.com
mailto:daniels.r@verizon.net
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

 
Ministers                                                The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                   Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                        Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                               Ken Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                              Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                              Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                   Pete Carr 
 
Assisting Minister                                                                               Adele Kelly 
Soundboard                                                                                        Diane Polis 
Livestream                      Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counter(s)                                                            Jim and Mary Jane Brenneman 
Closer                                                                                               Diana Nydick 
Assisting Minister next Sunday                                                        Don Hallman 
 
Upcoming Altar Guild:                             Upcoming Altar Flowers: 
September 7  Sue Frantz                        August 24 The Menard Family 

 
This Week at CLC! 

 
Sunday           9:30 am                                              Worship at CLC and online 
                        5:00 pm                                             Sunday Funday (back yard)                 
                        
Monday           9:30 am                                                      Monday Morning Men 
                      10:00 am – 6:00 pm                                    PBJ Collection (chapel) 
 
Tuesday           9:00 am – 10:45 am                              PBJ Collection (chapel) 
         
Wednesday    10:00 am                                                            Bible Study (200)     
                          7:00 pm                                                                           AA (PH) 
             
Friday               8:00 pm                                                                          AA (200) 
 
Saturday          8:00 pm                                                   Wine Not? (back yard) 

 

We are currently following our summer worship schedule 
with services beginning at 9:30 am.  We will return to our 

regular schedule after Labor Day.  

 

mailto:clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org
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ACTIVITIES THIS SUMMER!! 
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Trivia question answers from page 17: 
 

1.  Predator (1987), Twins (1988), Kindergarten Cop (1990),  
True Lies (1994) 
      
2.  Brazil 
 
3.  And Just Like That 


