June 29, 2025
Third Sunday after Pentecost

Christ’s Lutheran Church

700 East Pennsylvania Avenue

Oreland, Pennsylvania

Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
connects individuals to God, each other, and the community.




Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church!

Today we celebrate two great figures of the early church, Peter and
Paul, who represent the spread of the gospel to both Jews and
Gentiles and, according to tradition, were martyred on this date. The
witness of Peter and Paul inspires us as we seek ways to faithfully
proclaim the gospel in our contemporary context.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.
Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life. Amen.




You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God'’s children through faith.

In the cross of + Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

Gathering Song
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help  me  bear the strain  of  toil, the fret of care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet  and  strong,  in trust  that  tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can  give; with you, O  Mas - ter, let me live.

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Hymn of Praise You Are the Way
Verses 1 and 4 ELW # 758

I You arc the way; to you a-lone from sin and death we  flee;
2 You arc the truth; your word a-lone true  wis-dom can im - part;
3 You arc the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant us that way to  Kknow,

all  those who scarch for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on -ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Almighty God, we praise you that your blessed apostles Peter and
Paul glorified you by their martyrdoms. Grant that your church
throughout the world may always be instructed by their teaching and
example, be knit together in unity by your Spirit, and ever stand firm
upon the one foundation who is Jesus Christ our Lord, for he lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.



THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Acts 12:1-11
A reading from Acts, chapter 12.

! About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who
belonged to the church. ?He had James, the brother of John, killed
with the sword. ® After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded
to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of Unleavened
Bread.) “When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed
him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him
out to the people after the Passover. °While Peter was kept in prison,
the church prayed fervently to God for him.

®The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter,
bound with two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while
guards in front of the door were keeping watch over the
prison. “ Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in
the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up
quickly.” And the chains fell off his wrists. ® The angel said to him,
“Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.” He did so. Then he said to
him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” ° Peter went out and
followed him; he did not realize that what was happening with the
angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. '° After they
had passed the first and the second guard, they came before the iron
gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and
they went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel
left him. ** Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now | am sure that
the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod
and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 87:1-3, 5-7 Bless the Lord

The congregation will sing the following response:
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Bless  the Lord, my soul, who leads me in - to life.
»On the holy mountain
stands the city God has founded;
“the LORD loves the gates of Zion
more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Response
° Glorious things are spoken of you,
O city of our God.
° Of the city it shall be said, “Everyone was born in Zion,
and the Most High shall sustain the city.”
°Enrolling the nations, the LORD records:
“These also were born there.”
"The singers and the dancers will say,
“All my fresh springs are in you.” Response
Second Reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18

A reading from Second Timothy, chapter 4.

®As for me, | am already being poured out as a libation, and the time
of my departure has come. | have fought the good fight, | have
finished the race, | have kept the faith. ® From now on there is reserved
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who
have longed for his appearing.



17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might
hear it. So | was rescued from the lion’s mouth. ** The Lord will rescue
me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To
him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
ELW # 172
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Music: Caribbean traditienal
The Holy Gospel John 21:15-19

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him,
“Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my
lambs.” ** A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you
love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” " He said to him the third time, “Simon
son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him
the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my
sheep. **Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to
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fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you
grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten
a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” ** (He
said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.)
After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

The Children’s Message Pastor Axel Kaegler
A Moment of Prayer Holy, Holy, Holy
ELW # 473
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Mi co - ra-zon te sa - be de-cir: San - to_eres  Se - For.
My heart is glad to say the words: You are ho - ly. God.

Text: Argentine traditional
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional

The Message Pastor Axel Kaegler

Please stand in body or spirit.
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Hymn of the Day Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

ELW # 272
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half - spent  was the  night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when  half-spent was the night.
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - 'ty load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 18511934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 18761048, (. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alre catholische geistliche Kirchengesiinge, Kéln, 1599

Apostles’ Creed

Let us confess our common faith using the words of the Apostles’
Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.
Prayers of Intercession

Drawn into the embrace of the Holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. As you raise up apostles like Peter and Paul,
raise us up to share your life-giving gospel. Enrich the proclamation of
bishops, pastors, deacons, and all the baptized. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the earth. As you rescued Paul from the lion’s mouth,
rescue your creation from harm. Sustain fragile ecosystems. Watch
over dwindling numbers of insects, birds, and fish. Open our hearts to
regard this earth as a gift. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations. As you bid Peter to feed your sheep, bid our
leaders to feed all in need and work for their good. Make peace in
places of conflict, especially Iran, Israel, Los Angeles and Washington
D.C. Bring justice to each community. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all who suffer. As you stood by Paul and gave him
strength, stand by all who know loneliness, and give strength to all who
know persecution. Comfort those in grief and heal those who are sick.
We pray especially for Dave, Linda, Carol, Kailee, Kameron, Dorothy
Ann, Liam, Liam’s family, Bob, Davis, Jerry, Rachael, Cindy,
Stephanie, Joanne, the McGowan family and the Mundrick family.
Channel our restlessness into your work in the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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We pray for this assembly. As you freed Peter from prison, free us
from lethargy and fear. Loose the chains of timidity and doubt, and
teach us to pray fervently. Strengthen the ministry of prison chaplains
and ministries, and accompany all who are incarcerated and their
families. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who rest in your eternal mercy. As you reserved
a crown of righteousness for Paul, reserve for us a place in your
heavenly kingdom, and bring us to life that knows no end. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

You are invited to share God'’s peace with those around you
and to greet those who are worshipping online.

Please be seated.

Musical Offering “Amazing Grace”
Newton, Excell, Giglio, Tomlin & Press

Soloist: Debbie Melnick
Accompaniment: Betsy Selinger

Please stand.
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Offertory Hymn Create in Me a Clean Heart
WOV # 732

Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re - new a right
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gpir-it with - in  me. Castme not a - way [rom your pres-ence, and

joy of your sal - va-tion, and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.

Text: Psalm 51:10-12
Music: TRANCKE. J.A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

*+ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.
The Sending Song Be Thou My Vision
ELW # 793
Please see the next page for the hymn.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byme, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
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Your Prayers Are Invited

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those who are
listed longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long term prayer list through the link in
the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To add a name to the prayer list or
provide an update, please contact the office.

Dave Clothier (friend of Bob Kelly)

Linda Daniels

Carol Ficken (member of 60 Plus Adult Group)
Kailee and Kameron (friends of the Uehlings)
Dorothy Ann King (Robin Griffin’s mom)

Liam and Family (Karen Bennion’s family)
Bob Paul (friend of Ross & Sue Frantz)

Davis Phelps (Marda Craig’s brother)

Jerry Polis

Rachael Rinders (friend of the Kaegler Family)
Cindy Ross

Stephanie Staerk

Joanne Wendte (sister-in-law of Lynnmarie Harkins)

The flowers on the altar today are dedicated
by The ‘Uehling Family
in celebration of the marriage of
QlEEy ‘Ueﬁ[ing and Shan Sﬁengcﬁen!

Family Table

Family Table is on hiatus until Sept. 7th. Please keep an eye on emails and
LINKs over the summer for additional information on fall educational
programs.

Family Table is open to families of all ages and make-ups. Come learn about
God, our faith and how we walk in the world as People of God.

Summertime Sermon Question Series Returns!

Do you have a question you’d like Pastor Kaegler to address in a sermon?
Write your question down on one of the slips of paper found at the back of
church and drop it in the collection basket. A question will be drawn each
week and Pastor will answer it in the following week’s sermon.
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Welcome Church Donations

On Sunday July 27, | will be heading down to Aviator Park on the Parkway to
host a CLC coffee hour for their outdoor worship service at 3:00pm. We will
be distributing snack bags to the homeless before the service. If anyone
would like to join us, please let me know.

If you are not able to attend but would like to donate snacks, there will be a
bin in the back of the narthex. We need water bottles, cracker snack packs,
granola bars, snack chips/pretzel bags, and fruit cups.

Thank you. Sue Ross (joyfulsross@gmail.com; cell 215-219-6025)
Trivia Team

The Saints & Sinners Team had enough members to break into two groups
with the Saints coming in 12t place and the Sinners coming in 6™ place. It
was an evening of some pretty tough questions!

Can you answer this one from the category “It happened in June”?
On June 18, 1815 what battle marked the end of the Napoleonic Wars?
See the answer on page 20 of today’s bulletin.

The Saints & Sinners are looking forward to the next challenge
on Wednesday, July 2 at Tannery Run, 131 E Butler Avenue, Ambler.

Trivia Nights take place on the First Wednesday of every month from
7:00 — 9:00 pm. Interested in joining the team? Come for fun, fellowship
and perhaps a prize or two! Contact Daniel Melnick to RSVP.
djmelnick328@verizon.net.

Coffee Hour

Would you like to host a Coffee Hour? We share fellowship after the Sunday
morning service on the second Sunday of each month. If interested, please
contact Jen Morrissy at jenmorrissy@gmail.com with any questions about
hosting or to schedule a Sunday that works for you or your group.

Please join us next on July 13!

Pub Theology

Our next gathering will take place on Tuesday, July 29 at 7:00 pm at
Tannery Run Brew Works, 131 E Butler Avenue, Ambler. RSVP to
Pastor Kaegler at clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org.

PLEASE NOTE: We will be meeting on a Tuesday.
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Wednesday Bible Study

All are welcome to join us for Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at
10:00 am in room 200 with Pastor Kaegler. Please join us as we explore the
Letters to the Corinthians.

Summer Altar Flowers (July and Augqust)

We're giving members the opportunity to share their own garden flowers
(potted or in vases) to display alongside the altar. If you would like to display
your flowers, please see the “Summer Sundays Flower Host” sign-up sheet in
the narthex or contact Becca.

FAITH IN ACTION

PBJ Sandwich Donations
PBJ sandwiches can be dropped off at the following times:

Sunday mornings - Drop off your sandwiches in the narthex fridge when you
come to Sunday morning services.

Mondays - 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Coolers will be outside the chapel.
Tuesdays - 9:00 am to 10:45 am Coolers will be outside the chapel.

Please make PBJ sandwiches with plain white bread, creamy peanut bultter,
and grape jelly. Wrap sandwiches in individual sandwich baggies and leave
them uncut. Mark your bag with the number of sandwiches enclosed.

Thank you to our volunteers who pick up and deliver the sandwiches! If you'd
like to help with delivery, please contact the church office.

Thanks to your continued support of this program,
CLC donated 101 PBJ sandwiches this week!

Community Garden

The growing season started Apr 14 and ends Oct 28. We have wood chips,
mulch, compost, and gardening tools for your use. The irrigation system is
now on. Please contact Jerry Beil at ghbeil2@gmail.com with any questions.
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FAITH IN ACTION

Willow Grove Food Pantry Collection

A box is located in the back of the Narthex by the "Giving Place" for donations
of nonperishable items.

Once a month, or more if needed, we will drop off any donations to the pantry.
Please consider bringing a nonperishable item to church with you each time
you attend. Together we can help our brothers and sisters in need. Any
guestions please email Jen at community@christs-oreland.org.

Visitation Ministry

Our Visitation Team keeps homebound and hospitalized parishioners linked
into the life of the Church through prayers, presence, and the sending of Holy
Communion. If you have a heart for our congregation, want to listen to and
treasure the lives of our church’s elders, and know that Jesus goes to
everybody - contact Pastor Kaegler clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org to
join this ministry! Training, prayer and fellowship will be provided.

Book Collection

Books Through Bars is a local organization that collects books and sends
them to prisoners who request them by letter. Although they get plenty of the
latest bestsellers and classic literature, they have a great need for very
specific books that are often requested but are in short supply. If you have
any paperback books on the following topics to donate, please put them in
the labeled box in the narthex. Thank you!

Art, art instruction (drawing/painting/photography), home repair, building,
HVAC instruction, plumbing, masonry, starting a business, real estate, cars,
motorcycles, sudoku, crossword puzzles, and how to play the guitar
(beginning and advanced). Wildlife, hunting, and sports magazines are also
appreciated. New requests for Manga and comic books!

University Lutheran Feast Incarnate

We look forward to supporting the weekly hospitality ministry serving meals
for approximately 120 people affected by HIV/AIDS and others in need of food
in the local community. Volunteers cook and/or drive down to the church with
us to help serve a meal.

Our next UniLu date is December 16th, so please add that your calendar if
you'd like to participate. If you would like to join the team of cooks or
contribute in another way, please contact Sue Ross at joyfulsross@gmail.com
Or Allison Uehling at auehling@comcast.net.
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Puzzle Exchange

Research shows that puzzles help adults improve memory, enhance problem-
solving skills, manage stress, improve visual and spatial reasoning, and
develop a more positive mood. If you want to see if the research is correct —
or if you just want an indoor activity for cold weather — feel free to borrow a
puzzle from the shelf in the narthex. Enjoy!

Home Visits

If you or someone you know would like Pastor Kaegler to visit, please contact
him at clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org or call the office at 215-886-4612.

Christ’s Lutheran Preschool

We are presently accepting registrations for our Preschool Programs. All
programs meet from 9:00-12:00. Please contact Sally Mead, director, for
more information at 215.886.4612 x 6 or clcpreschool@christs-oreland.org.

CLC Evening Meditations

Booklets, printed with the prior month’s meditations, may be found in a
labeled container in the narthex. You are encouraged to pick up one or more
copies to read at home and to share with family, friends and neighbors. If
you’d like the Tuesday and Thursday meditations delivered to your inbox,
please contact the church office. clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org. If you'd
like to join the team of CLC meditation writers, contact John Frantz

at johnhfrantz123@gmail.com or call 215-885-4812.

Digital Sound Board

If you are interest in joining our sound board team, please contact
Kathryn Steen (kathryn.steen@ protonmail.com), Music Chair, or
Rick Daniels (daniels.r@verizon.net).

Online Giving

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, you may use this QR code to access our
site for secure online giving.

Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.

Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973
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Christ’s Lutheran Church
700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075
215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org
clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org

Ministers The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church
Senior Pastor Reverend Axel Kaegler
Director of Spiritual Formation Becca Shelor
Director of Music Ken Selinger
Administrative Assistant Lorraine Pfeiffer
Preschool Director Sally Mead
Sexton Pete Carr
Assisting Minister Wes Craig
Soundboard Diane Polis
Livestream Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger
Counter(s) Betty Messer
Closer Matt Menard
Assisting Minister next Sunday Jenna Balaicuis

This Week at CLC!

Sunday 9:30 am Worship at CLC and online
5:00 pm Sunday Funday (back yard)

Monday 9:30 am Monday Morning Men
10:00 am — 6:00 pm PBJ Collection (chapel)

Tuesday 9:00 am —10:45 am PBJ Collection (chapel)
7:30 pm Pack 88 Committee Meeting (203/204)

Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study (200)
7:00 pm AA (PH)

7:00 pm Trivia Night (Tannery Run)

Friday Fourth of July Holiday Church Offices Closed
8:00 pm AA (200)

Trivia Question Answer from page 16: The Battle of Waterloo
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Summer
Worship

We are currently following our summer worship schedule

with services beginning at 9:30 am. We will return to our
regular schedule after Labor Day.

COMING UP THIS SUMMER!!

VAT

June 28th Saturdays
July 19th starting at
August 23rd 8 pm

Ladies - come spend a relaxing evening
around the firepit with friends.
Bring a chair and wine or snack to share.
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poppm’ Plavgl'O"“d
Riz2a'Popsicle Party.d

‘Safurdays At pmiforilititlefriends
o and theivitamilies <

zat chhsf’s Lutheran’s Playground N

RSVP'I'o Beecca af
dwector—spmtua!form@chmsfs-oretand ()
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SUNday:Funday

gieldiGamesiand Food

sundaysiat’spmfor elementary.aged
friends and/theirfamilies
at.Christ’s tutheran’s Backitot;
Ry Junei29th
sl July13th
August 17th

RSVP to Bececa at:
director-spiritualform@christs-oreland.org
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