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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. 
The church’s repeated celebration of holy communion counters that 
tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the death of Jesus until 
he comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of “how much God has 
done for you.” 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life.  Amen. 
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You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.  Amen. 
 
Gathering Song              ELW # 853 |  When Morning Gilds the Skies 

 
Greeting 

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise                              Word of God, Come Down to Earth 
Verse 1                                                                                    ELW # 510 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  
 
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In 
your mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us 
from everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
First Reading                                                                    Isaiah 65:1-9                  
 
A reading from Isaiah, chapter 65. 
 
 1 I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, 
  to be found by those who did not seek me. 
 I said, “Here I am, here I am,” 
  to a nation that did not call on my name. 
 2 I held out my hands all day long 
  to a rebellious people, 
 who walk in a way that is not good, 
  following their own devices; 
 3 a people who provoke me 
  to my face continually, 
 sacrificing in gardens 
  and offering incense on bricks; 
 4 who sit inside tombs, 
  and spend the night in secret places; 
 who eat swine’s flesh, 
  with broth of abominable things in their vessels; 
 5 who say, “Keep to yourself, 
  do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 
 These are a smoke in my nostrils, 
  a fire that burns all day long. 
 6 See, it is written before me: 
  I will not keep silent, but I will repay; 
 I will indeed repay into their laps 
  7 their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, 
 says the LORD; 
 because they offered incense on the mountains 
  and reviled me on the hills, 
 I will measure into their laps 
  full payment for their actions. 
 8 Thus says the LORD: 
 As the wine is found in the cluster, 
  and they say, “Do not destroy it, 
  for there is a blessing in it,” 
  



 6 

   so I will do for my servants’ sake, 
  and not destroy them all. 
 9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, 
  and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; 
 my chosen shall inherit it, 
  and my servants shall settle there. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
                 
Psalm 22:19-28                                                                 Bless the Lord 
 
The congregation will sing the following response: 

 
 19 But you, O LORD, be not far away; 
  O my help, hasten to my aid. 
 20 Deliver me from the sword, 
  my life from the power of the dog. 
 21 Save me from the lion’s mouth! 
  From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me. 
 22 I will declare your name to my people; 
  in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.                 Response 
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 23 You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give 
glory. 
  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 
 24 For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them; 
  but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 25 From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live 
forever!                                                                                   Response 
 
 27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations.                                             Response 
 
Second Reading                                                   Galatians 3:23-29                         
                         
A reading from Galatians, chapter 3. 
 
23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the 
law until faith would be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our 
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by 
faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a 
disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 
faith. 27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you 
are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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 Gospel Acclamation                                       Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
                                                                                               ELW # 172 

 
The Holy Gospel                                                              Luke 8:26-39 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
26 Then Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the 
Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on land, a 
man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn 
no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he 
saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, 
“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 
beg you, do not torment me”—29 for Jesus had commanded the 
unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized 
him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, 
but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the 
wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, 
“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31 They begged him not to 
order them to go back into the abyss. 
  32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and 
the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them 
permission. 33 Then the demons came out of the man and entered the 
swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was 
drowned. 
  34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and 
told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then people came out to see 
what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the 
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man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36 Those who had 
seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons 
had been healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of 
the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with 
great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from 
whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but 
Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare 
how much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming 
throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
The Children’s Message                                        Pastor Axel Kaegler 
 

A Moment of Prayer                                                     Holy, Holy, Holy 
                                                                                               ELW # 473 

 
The Message                                                           Pastor Axel Kaegler 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day                                  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
                                                                                               ELW # 611 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 11 

Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us confess our common faith using the words of the Apostles’ 
Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
                    Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.  
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the 
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
We pray for the church. Clothe us in Christ, shower us in mercy, send 
us in love. Strengthen the faith and witness of Christians across the 
planet and Christians in our community. God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for creation. Deliver the earth from disaster, bring forth life 
amid uncertainty, inspire wonder at all you have made. Sustain all 
people who delight in the well-being of your creation: farmers, 
agricultural workers, gardeners, birdwatchers, conservationists, 
scientists, advocates, and policy-makers. God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
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We pray for the nations. Pave a way to justice, drown the forces of 
oppression, bring peace on earth. Give leaders the will to turn from war 
and violence. When people must flee their homes, guide them to 
safety. God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for people in need. Aid all who are poor, soothe those in pain, 
accompany all who are sick. We pray especially for Dave, Linda, 
Carol, Kailee, Kameron, Dorothy Ann, Liam, Liam’s family, Bob, Davis, 
Jerry, Rachael, Cindy, Joanne, Stephanie, the McGowan family and 
the Mundrick family. Give perseverance to each of us living with 
mental illness, and shield us from discrimination due to race, class, 
gender, sexuality, or any other human distinction. God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for this assembly. Listen to our cries, come to our aid, make 
us one. Weave among us the fabric of belonging so that we rejoice in 
each person gathered here. Enliven our proclamations of how much 
you have done for us. God of grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for your kingdom to come. We offer our thanksgiving for all 
people who have died in faith. Keep them in your peace, comfort us in 
sorrow, raise us all to new life. As we remember their faith and 
witness, may we trust your promise that we are yours forever, God of 
grace,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior.  
Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

 
 

Please be seated. 
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Musical Offering   “O God Beyond All Praising”     (Thaxted)  Holst 
 

Trumpet: Danny Melnick 
Piano: Betsy Selinger 

 

Please stand.  
 

Offertory Hymn                                          Create in Me a Clean Heart 
                                                                                              WOV # 732 

 

 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
Blessing  
 

The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 
The Sending Song                               Will You Come and Follow Me 
                                                                                               ELW # 798 
 
                       Please see the next page for the hymn. 
 
Dismissal  
 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Your Prayers Are Invited 

 
We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those who are 
listed longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long term prayer list through the link in 
the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To add a name to the prayer list or 
provide an update, please contact the office.   

 
Dave Clothier (friend of Bob Kelly) 
Linda Daniels 
Carol Ficken (member of 60 Plus Adult Group) 
Kailee and Kameron (friends of the Uehlings) 
Dorothy Ann King (Robin Griffin’s mom) 
Liam and Family (Karen Bennion’s family) 
Bob Paul (friend of Ross & Sue Frantz) 
Davis Phelps (Marda Craig’s brother) 
Jerry Polis 
Rachael Rinders (friend of the Kaegler Family) 
Cindy Ross 
Stephanie Staerk 
Joanne Wendte (sister-in-law of Lynnmarie Harkins) 
 

The flowers on the altar today are dedicated  
by Don & Beryl Gutekunst  

in celebration of their 63rd wedding anniversary June 23 
AND 

by Andy Manus in celebration of her granddaughter, 
Bella’s 21st birthday! 

 
Family Table 
 
 

Family Table is on hiatus until Sept. 7th. Please keep an eye on emails and 
LINKs over the summer for additional information on fall educational 
programs. 
 

Family Table is open to families of all ages and make-ups. Come learn about 
God, our faith and how we walk in the world as People of God. 
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Summertime Sermon Question Series Returns!  
 
Do you have a question you’d like Pastor Kaegler to address in a sermon?  
Write your question down on one of the slips of paper found at the back of 
church and drop it in the collection basket.  A question will be drawn each 
week and Pastor will answer it in the following week’s sermon.  
 
Welcome Church Donations 
 
On Sunday July 27, I will be heading down to Aviator Park on the Parkway to 
host a CLC coffee hour for their outdoor worship service at 3:00pm.  We will 
be distributing snack bags to the homeless before the service.  If anyone 
would like to join us, please let me know.  
 
If you are not able to attend but would like to donate snacks, there will be a 
bin in the back of the narthex. We need water bottles, cracker snack packs, 
granola bars, snack chips/pretzel bags, and fruit cups. 
 
Thank you.  Sue Ross (joyfulsross@gmail.com; cell 215-219-6025) 
 
Pub Theology 
 
Our next gathering will take place on Thursday, June 26 at 7:00 pm at  
Tannery Run Brew Works, 131 E Butler Avenue, Ambler. RSVP to  
Pastor Kaegler at clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org. 
 
Trivia Team  
 
The Saints & Sinners Team had enough members to break into two groups 
with the Saints coming in 12th place and the Sinners coming in 6th place.  It 
was an evening of some pretty tough questions! 
 
Can you answer this one from the category “It happened in June”?  
On June 18, 1815 what battle marked the end of the Napoleonic Wars?  
See the answer on page 21 of today’s bulletin.   
 
The Saints & Sinners are looking forward to the next challenge 
on Wednesday, July 2 at Tannery Run, 131 E Butler Avenue, Ambler. 
 
Trivia Nights take place on the First Wednesday of every month from  
7:00 – 9:00 pm. Interested in joining the team? Come for fun, fellowship  
and perhaps a prize or two! Contact Daniel Melnick to RSVP. 
djmelnick328@verizon.net. 
 
 
 

mailto:joyfulsross@gmail.com
mailto:clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org
mailto:djmelnick328@verizon.net
mailto:djmelnick328@verizon.net
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Coffee Hour 
 
 

Would you like to host a Coffee Hour? We share fellowship after the Sunday 
morning service on the second Sunday of each month. If interested, please 
contact JenMorrissy at jenmorrissy@gmail.com with any questions about 
hosting or to schedule a Sunday that works for you or your group. 
 
Please join us next on July 13! 
 
Wednesday Bible Study   
 

All are welcome to join us for Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at  
10:00 am in room 200 with Pastor Kaegler. Please join us as we explore the 
12 minor prophets. 
 
Summer Altar Flowers (July and August) 
 

We’re giving members the opportunity to share their own garden flowers 
(potted or in vases) to display alongside the altar.  If you would like to display 
your flowers, please see the “Summer Sundays Flower Host” sign-up sheet in 
the narthex or contact Becca.  
 

FAITH IN ACTION 
 
PBJ Sandwich Donations  
PBJ sandwiches can be dropped off at the following times: 
 
Sunday mornings - Drop off your sandwiches in the narthex fridge when you 
come to Sunday morning services.   
Mondays - 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Coolers will be outside the chapel.  
Tuesdays - 9:00 am to 10:45 am Coolers will be outside the chapel.  
 
Please make PBJ sandwiches with plain white bread, creamy peanut butter, 
and grape jelly. Wrap sandwiches in individual sandwich baggies and leave 
them uncut. Mark your bag with the number of sandwiches enclosed. 
  
Thank you to our volunteers who pick up and deliver the sandwiches! If you’d 
like to help with delivery, please contact the church office. 

 
Thanks to your continued support of this program, 

CLC donated 130 PBJ sandwiches this week! 
 

Community Garden 
 
The growing season started Apr 14 and ends Oct 28. We have wood chips, 
mulch, compost, and gardening tools for your use. The irrigation system is 
now on. Please contact Jerry Beil at ghbeil2@gmail.com with any questions.   

mailto:jenmorrissy@gmail.com
mailto:ghbeil2@gmail.com


 19 

FAITH IN ACTION 
 
Willow Grove Food Pantry Collection 
 

A box is located in the back of the Narthex by the "Giving Place" for donations 
of nonperishable items. 
 

Once a month, or more if needed, we will drop off any donations to the pantry. 
Please consider bringing a nonperishable item to church with you each time 
you attend. Together we can help our brothers and sisters in need. Any 
questions please email Jen at community@christs-oreland.org.  
 
Visitation Ministry 
 

Our Visitation Team keeps homebound and hospitalized parishioners linked 
into the life of the Church through prayers, presence, and the sending of Holy 
Communion. If you have a heart for our congregation, want to listen to and 
treasure the lives of our church’s elders, and know that Jesus goes to 
everybody - contact Pastor Kaegler clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org to 
join this ministry!  Training, prayer and fellowship will be provided.   
 
Book Collection 
 

Books Through Bars is a local organization that collects books and sends 
them to prisoners who request them by letter. Although they get plenty of the 
latest bestsellers and classic literature, they have a great need for very 
specific books that are often requested but are in short supply. If you have 
any paperback books on the following topics to donate, please put them in 
the labeled box in the narthex. Thank you! 
 

Art, art instruction (drawing/painting/photography), home repair, building, 
HVAC instruction, plumbing, masonry, starting a business, real estate, cars, 
motorcycles, sudoku, crossword puzzles, and how to play the guitar 
(beginning and advanced). Wildlife, hunting, and sports magazines are also 
appreciated.  New requests for Manga and comic books!  
 
University Lutheran Feast Incarnate 
 

We look forward to supporting the weekly hospitality ministry serving meals 
for approximately 120 people affected by HIV/AIDS and others in need of food 
in the local community.  Volunteers cook and/or drive down to the church with 
us to help serve a meal.  
 

Our next UniLu date is December 16th, so please add that your calendar if 
you'd like to participate. If you would like to join the team of cooks or 
contribute in another way, please contact Sue Ross at joyfulsross@gmail.com 

Or Allison Uehling at auehling@comcast.net.  

 

mailto:community@christs-oreland.org
mailto:clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org
mailto:joyfulsross@gmail.com
mailto:auehling@comcast.net
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Puzzle Exchange 
 

Research shows that puzzles help adults improve memory, enhance problem-
solving skills, manage stress, improve visual and spatial reasoning, and 
develop a more positive mood. If you want to see if the research is correct – 
or if you just want an indoor activity for cold weather – feel free to borrow a 
puzzle from the shelf in the narthex. Enjoy! 
 
Home Visits 
 

If you or someone you know would like Pastor Kaegler to visit, please contact 
him at clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org or call the office at 215-886-4612. 
 
Christ’s Lutheran Preschool 

 

We are presently accepting registrations for our Preschool Programs.  All 
programs meet from 9:00-12:00. Please contact Sally Mead, director, for 
more information at 215.886.4612 x 6 or clcpreschool@christs-oreland.org. 
 
CLC Evening Meditations 
 

Booklets, printed with the prior month’s meditations, may be found in a 
labeled container in the narthex. You are encouraged to pick up one or more 
copies to read at home and to share with family, friends and neighbors.  If 
you’d like the Tuesday and Thursday meditations delivered to your inbox, 
please contact the church office. clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org. If you’d 
like to join the team of CLC meditation writers, contact John Frantz 
at johnhfrantz123@gmail.com or call 215-885-4812.  
 
Digital Sound Board  
 

If you are interest in joining our sound board team, please contact  
Kathryn Steen (kathryn.steen@protonmail.com), Music Chair, or  
Rick Daniels (daniels.r@verizon.net). 
 
 
 
 

                              Online Giving 
 

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s 
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, you may use this QR code to access our 
site for secure online giving. 

 
 

Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.  
Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #1589973 

mailto:clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org
mailto:clcpreschool@christs-oreland.org
mailto:clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org
mailto:johnhfrantz123@gmail.com
mailto:daniels.r@verizon.net
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

 
Ministers                                                The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                   Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                        Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                               Ken Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                              Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                              Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                   Pete Carr 
 
Assisting Minister                                                                            Don Hallman 
Soundboard                                                                                        Diane Polis 
Livestream                      Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counter(s)                                                                                            Sue Frantz 
Closer                                                                                                Diana Nydick 
Assisting Minister next Sunday                                                            Wes Craig 
 

This Week at CLC! 
 

Sunday           9:30 am                                              Worship at CLC and online 
                        
Monday           9:30 am                                                      Monday Morning Men 
                      10:00 am – 6:00 pm                                    PBJ Collection (chapel) 
 
Tuesday           9:00 am – 10:45 am                              PBJ Collection (chapel) 
         
Wednesday    10:00 am                                                            Bible Study (200)     
                          7:00 pm                                                                           AA (PH) 
             
Thursday          7:00 pm                                         Pub Theology (Tannery Run) 
 
Friday              8:00 pm                                                                           AA (200) 
 
Saturday          5:00 pm                                                               5 Ps (Play Yard) 
                         8:00 pm                                                         Wine Not? (backyard) 
 

 
 
 
Trivia Question Answer from page 17:  The Battle of Waterloo 
 
 

mailto:clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org
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We are currently following our summer worship schedule 
with services beginning at 9:30 am.  We will return to our 

regular schedule after Labor Day.  
 

 
COMING UP THIS SUMMER!! 
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