August 25, 2024

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Christ’s Lutheran Church

700 East Pennsylvania Avenue
Oreland, Pennsylvania

Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
connects individuals to God, each other, and the community.




Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church!

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat
his flesh and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off.
This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith.
“To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just
before the gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal life.” In order
to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm
ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be
bold ambassadors of the gospel.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
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Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

Amen.
Gathering Song When Morning Gilds the Skies
ELW # 853
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1 When momn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak-ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’'n is  known
4 Let all  of hu - man - kind in  this their con-cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of  space, sing, all who see his  face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee-ter - nal Word
may  Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
o - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be  praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930), alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby. 1838-1896

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct
our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is
false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Hymn of Praise O Word of God Incarnate
Verse 1 ELW # 514
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1 O Word of God in - car - nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
2 The church from you, dear Mas - ter, re-ceived the gift di - vine;
3 Oh., make your church, dear Sav - ior. a lamp of bur-nished gold
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O Truth un-changed,un - chang-ing, O Light of our dark sky:
and  still that light s lift - ed o’er all the ecarth to  shine.
to bear be - fore the na - tions your true light, as of old;
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we  praise you for the ra - diance that from the hal-lowed page.
It is the chart and com - pass that, all life’s voy-age through.
oh, teach your wand-'ring pil - grims by this their path to trace,
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a lan - tern  to  our foot - steps, shines on  from age to age.

mid  mists and rocks and  quick - sands still guides, O Christ, to  you.
till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, they sce you face to face.
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Text: William W, How, 1823-1897 alt.
Music: MUNICH, Newvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meimingen, 1693

Please be seated.
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THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
A reading from Ecclesiastes, chapter 3.

'For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven:

a time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted,;

3a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up;

“a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

°a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

ba time to seek, and a time to lose;

a time to keep, and a time to throw away;

’a time to tear, and a time to sew;

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

8a time to love, and a time to hate;

a time for war, and a time for peace.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 34:15-22 Bless the Lord

The congregation will sing the following response:
Dm G Dm Bb C K A
—— T ———
A /3 | ‘ 1 |

\f 1 1 ] ! 1

N o — —
v v 1 4P
= N .

Bless theLord, my soul, and bless God’s ho - ly  name.
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Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me in -

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous,
and God’s ears are open to their cry.
5The face of the LORD is against those who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them from the earth.
"The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them
and delivers them from all their troubles.
8The LORD is near to the brokenhearted
and saves those whose spirits are crushed. Response

Many are the troubles of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers them from every one.
0God will keep safe all their bones;
not one of them shall be broken.
“LEvil will bring death to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
20 LoRrD, you redeem the life of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.
Response



Second Reading Ephesians 6:10-20
A reading from Ephesians, chapter 6.

9Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. **Put on the
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. *?For our struggle is not against enemies of blood
and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly places. “*Therefore take up the whole armor of
God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having
done everything, to stand firm. **Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of
truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of

righteousness. °As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. ‘*With all of these, take the
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming
arrows of the evil one. *'Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God.

“Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To
that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the
saints. ‘°Pray also for me, so that when | speak, a message may be
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the
gospel, “’for which | am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may
declare it boldly, as | must speak.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand in body or spirit.
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Gospel Acclamation ELW # 172 | Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Iu - jah.  Hal-le - lu - jah. Hal - le - Iu - jah.

Music: Caribbean Traditional
The Holy Gospel John 6:56-69

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] **“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me,
and | in them. °"Just as the living Father sent me, and | live because of the
Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. *This is the bread
that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” *°He said
these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

%°When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is
difficult; who can accept it?” 6'But Jesus, being aware that his disciples
were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? ®“Then
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was
before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that |
have spoken to you are spirit and life. *“But among you there are some
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that
did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. ®>And he
said, “For this reason | have told you that no one can come to me unless it
is granted by the Father.”

%Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went
about with him. 6’So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go
away?” °8Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You
have the words of eternal life. ““We have come to believe and know that
you are the Holy One of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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Please be seated.

The Children’s Message Pastor Axel Kaegler
A Moment of Prayer Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
ELW # 752
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema
Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission

The Message Pastor Axel Kaegler

Please stand in body or spirit.
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Hymn of the Day

When Pain of the World Surrounds Us

ELW # 704
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2 We see  with ., fear and trem - bling our ach -ing world in
3 The church is a ho - ly wves - sel the liv-ing wa-ters
4 We praise you .. for our jour - ney and your a - bun-dant
[ I . ‘
[ "] b — N | 1 I | Y ]
(= === ===
o - ™ 1
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need, con - fess - ing to cach oth - er our
fill to nour - ish all the peo - ple, God’s
grace, your sav - ing word that guid - ed a
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false hopes ev-'ry - where, when lives are starved for mean - ing and
waste-ful - ness and greed. May we with stead-fast car - ing the
pur - pose to ful - fill May we with hum - ble cour - age be
strug - gling hu-man race. O  God, with all cre - a - tion, your
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des -ti - ny is  bare, we are called to fol-low Je - sus and
hun-gry chil-dren feed. We are called to fol-low Je - sus and
o - pen to God's will We are called to fol-low Je - sus and
fu - ture we em - brace. We are called to fol-low Je - sus and
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let God’s heal - ing flow through us.
let God’s jus - tice flow through us.
let God’s Spir - it flow through us.
let God’s chang - es flow through us.

Text: Jim Strathdee, b. 1941
Music: CALLED TO FOLLOW, Jim Strathdee
Text and music © 1978 Desert Flower Music. www.strathdeemusic.com,
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The Apostles’ Creed
Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers.
Prayers of Intercession

Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you have the words of eternal life. Lead the church to put its
trust in Jesus, the living Word. Direct preachers, teachers, writers, and
all the baptized in faithful speech and bold witness. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Creator God, we and all creation are sustained by your Word. We pray
for all who remind us of our interconnectedness with all living things.
Prosper the work of conservation organizations, ELCA advocacy, and
local climate justice advocates. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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God of wisdom, as our nation navigates another election cycle, guide
our leaders to act justly for the sake of the world. Bring about fruitful
conversation among your people and bring about change where you
see fit. Sustain all who serve on juries in their deliberations. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

God of restoration, bring healing and wholeness to all who cry to you.
Where pain is sharp, bring a sense of comfort and relief. Where grief
runs deep, bring your tender mercy. Care for those on our hearts.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of new life, protect students and teachers for a new school year.
Bring an end to school shootings and cycles of violence. Move us to do
all that is necessary to ensure a safe future for our children. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

God of every generation, we remember with thanksgiving all who have
completed their baptismal journeys. Strengthen us in our baptismal
callings to serve you faithfully until our journey’s end. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your
holy keeping.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

You are invited to share God'’s peace with those around you
and to greet those who are worshipping online.

Please be seated.
Special Music  “Though Your Sins Be of Scarlet” Crosby
The Rodeheaver Singers

Jim Brenneman, Wes Craig, Don Gutekunst,
George Vermeire, Sally Werntz, Ken Selinger
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Please stand.

Offertory Hymn Give Thanks
TFF # 292
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Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, give thanks to the Ho - ly One,

Je - sus  Christ,

be - cause he’s  giv - en

his

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am
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rich,” be - cause of what the Lord has done for us. And

now let the weak say, “I am strong.” let the poor say, “I am
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rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for  us. Give thanks!

Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). Al rights reserved. International © secured.
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Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (Sung)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory,

forever. Amen.

Blessing

The blessing of God,

who provides for us, feeds us,
and journeys with us,

=+ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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The Sending Song You Are the Way

ELW # 758
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I You arc the way; to you a-lone from sin and death we  flec;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true  wis-dom can im - part;
3 You arc the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all  those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on - 1ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615

Dismissal

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Online Giving

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, you may use this QR code to access our
site for secure online giving.
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Your Prayers Are Invited

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those who are
listed longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long term prayer list through the link in
the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To add a name to the prayer list or
provide an update, please contact the office.

Margaret Anne “Anne” Abbott (mother of Elisa Tull’'s friend)
Don Berger

Nikki Busch (Becca Shelor’'s aunt)

Chippy the Clown (long-time friend at CLC events)

Holly Curran (friend of Bob Kelly)

Clyde Engle

Paul Engstrom

Jamie and Keith Eyre (friends of Karen Bennion)

Gil Gavish & Family (son-in-law of Elise & Steve Seyfried)
Beryl Gutekunst

Paul & Rose Hill (friends of Shirley & Clyde Engle)

Melody Maurer

Chris Mudge

Linda Nicholson (friend of Pat Hallman)

Frank Quinn

Margie Reiman (Robin Griffin’s aunt)

Nancy Renner

Ruth Smith

Marvin and Kara Strossenreuther (family members of Karen Bennion)
Nik Zitomer (Diane Polis’ nephew)

The flowers on the altar today are dedicated in celebration of
Allison & Earl Uehling’s wedding anniversary
AND
by Ross & Sue Frantz in celebration of Reese’s 2™ birthday!

Altar Flowers
We have a number of open dates for flower sponsorships!

Would you like to sponsor one or both of the flower arrangements decorating
the altar on a Sunday morning? A sign-up sheet is available in the church
lobby or you may contact the church office. Flower arrangements are $30
apiece. Thank you for your support!
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Family Table

Rally Day is Sunday September 8! Looking forward to seeing you all there!

Confirmation
Rising 6" graders and up!

Confirmation class meets monthly after services on Sunday until 3 pm
beginning September 15. Contact Becca for further information at
director-spiritualform@christs-oreland.org

Our Summer Sermon Series Continues!

For the end of the summer, our sermon series continues with Faith and
Disney Films! Use these as a chance to see how to complement modern
movies with scripture, see them with eyes of faith, and to open up
conversations about the faith with your family!

August 25th: Inside Out and the Wholeness of the Self
September 1: Pooh’s Heffalump Movie and Moving Beyond Fear

Pub Theology

Please join us on the last Thursday of every month as we gather for

Pub Theology at 7:00 pm. Our next gathering takes place on

Thursday, August 29 at Tannery Run Brew Works, 131 E Butler Avenue,
Ambler. Please RSVP to Pastor Kaegler so the restaurant has an accurate count.
clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org.

Trivia Team

The Saints and Sinners Trivia Team placed 2" of 25 teams at the August trivia
night!

The next challenge takes place on Wednesday, September 4 at Tannery Run
Brew Works, 131 E Butler Avenue, Ambler. Trivia Nights take place on the First
Wednesday of every month at 7:00 pm. Interested in joining the team? Come for
fun, fellowship and perhaps a prize or two! RSVP to Daniel Melnick
djmelnick328@verizon.net.

“Luther” Movie
Join us for a screening of the movie “Luther” out on the back lawn

Saturday, September 14 at dusk (about 7:10 pm). Please bring your own chairs
or blankets to sit on. Looking forward to seeing you there!
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Wednesday Bible Study

All are welcome to join us for Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at

10:00 am in room 200 with Pastor Kaegler. Please join us as our current bible
study explores Romans.

Christ’s Lutheran Preschool

We are presently accepting registrations for our September 2024-2025 Preschool
Programs. All programs meet from 9:00-12:00.

Please contact Sally Mead, director, for more information at 215.886.4612 x 6
Or clcpreschool@christs-oreland.org.

CLC Evening Meditations

Booklets, printed with the prior month’s meditations, may be found in a labeled
container in the narthex. You are encouraged to pick up one or more copies to
read at home and to share with family, friends and neighbors. If you'd like the
Tuesday and Thursday meditations delivered to your inbox, please contact the
church office. clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org.

If you'd like to join the team of CLC meditation writers, contact John Frantz
at johnhfrantz123@gmail.com or call 215-885-4812.

Digital Sound Board

If you are interest in joining our sound board team, please contact
Kathryn Steen (kathryn.steen@protonmail.com), Music Chair, or
Rick Daniels (daniels.r@verizon.net).

Home Visits

If you or someone you know would like Pastor Kaegler to visit, please contact him
at clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org or by calling the office at 215-886-4612.

Nave Teaching Windows Booklet

If you are interested in reading about our stained glass windows, booklets can be
found on the ledge under the bulletin board in the lobby. Enjoy!
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EAITH IN ACTION

Willow Grove Food Pantry Collection

A box is located in the back of the Narthex by the "Giving Place" for donations of
nonperishable items.

Once a month, or more if needed, we will drop off any donations to the pantry.
Please consider bringing a nonperishable item to church with you each time you
attend. Together we can help our brothers and sisters in need. Any questions
please email Jen at community@christs-oreland.org.

Visitation Ministry

We are looking for parishioners who want to keep homebound and hospitalized
parishioners linked into the life of the Church through prayers, presence, and the
sending of Holy Communion.

If you have a heart for our congregation, want to listen to and treasure the lives of
our church’s elders, and know that Jesus goes to everybody - contact Pastor
Kaegler to join in this ministry! clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org. Training,
prayer and fellowship will be provided.

PBJ Sandwich Donations

PBJ sandwiches can be dropped off at the following times:

Sunday mornings - Drop off your sandwiches in the narthex fridge when you
come to Sunday morning services.

Mondays - 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Coolers will be outside the chapel.
Tuesdays - 9:00 am to 10:45 am Coolers will be outside the chapel.

Please make PBJ sandwiches with plain white bread, creamy peanut butter, and
grape jelly. Wrap sandwiches in individual sandwich baggies and leave them
uncut. Mark your bag with the number of sandwiches enclosed.

Thank you to our volunteers who pick up and deliver the sandwiches! If you'd like
to help with delivery, please contact the church office.

Thanks to your continued support of this program CLC
donated 294 PBJ sandwiches over the last two weeks!
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Christ’s Lutheran Church
700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075
215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org
clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org

Ministers The People of Christ's Lutheran Church
Senior Pastor Reverend Axel Kaegler
Director of Spiritual Formation Becca Shelor
Director of Music Ken Selinger
Administrative Assistant Lorraine Pfeiffer
Preschool Director Sally Mead
Sexton Pete Carr
Assisting Minister Paul Zieger
Soundboard Diane Polis
Livestream Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger
Counter(s) Lori Stevens
Closer TBD
Greeter(s) TBD
Assisting Minister next week Elise Seyfried

This Week at CLC!

Sunday 9:30 am (summer schedule) Worship at CLC and online
Monday 9:30 am Monday Morning Men

10:00 am — 6:00 pm PBJ Collection (chapel)
Tuesday 9:00 am — 10:45 am PBJ Collection (chapel)
Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study
Thursday 7:00 pm Pub Theology (Tannery Run)
Friday 8:00 pm AA (200)

Portions of the Liturgy are copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #14002-LIT. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License #A70825.

Cares Chorus. Text and Music © Capitol CMG Publishing. 101 Winners Circle, Brentwood, TN 37027. All rights
reserved. Used by permission, One License #A70825. CCLI License #15899737
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