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Welcome to Worship at Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat 
his flesh and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. 
This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. 
“To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just 
before the gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal life.” In order 
to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm 
ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be 
bold ambassadors of the gospel. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Prelude                         
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy.  Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
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Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

Gathering Song                            When Morning Gilds the Skies 
                                ELW # 853 

 

Greeting 
 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
 



 4 

Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct 
our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is 
false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise                                            O Word of God Incarnate 
Verse 1                                                                                  ELW # 514 

 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading                                                           Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

A reading from Ecclesiastes, chapter 3. 
 
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven: 
 2a time to be born, and a time to die; 
 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
 5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
 a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
 a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
 a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
 8a time to love, and a time to hate; 
 a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 34:15-22                                                              Bless the Lord   
                                                                                              
The congregation will sing the following response: 

  
 15The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, 
  and God’s ears are open to their cry. 
 16The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 
  to erase the remembrance of them from the earth. 
 17The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them 
  and delivers them from all their troubles. 
 18The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 
  and saves those whose spirits are crushed.                   Response 
 
 19Many are the troubles of the righteous, 
  but the LORD delivers them from every one. 
 20God will keep safe all their bones; 
  not one of them shall be broken. 
 21Evil will bring death to the wicked 
  and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
 22O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, 
  and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.  
                                                                                               Response 
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Second Reading                                                     Ephesians 6:10-20                                                  
                         
A reading from Ephesians, chapter 6.  
 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the 
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood 
and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of 
God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having 
done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of 
truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you 
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the 
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To 
that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the 
saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the 
gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 
declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

 
Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Gospel Acclamation                   ELW # 172 | Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 

   

Music: Caribbean Traditional                                                                                             
 
The Holy Gospel                                                              John 6:56-69 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John.    
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, 
and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 
Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread 
that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and 
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said 
these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is 
difficult; who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples 
were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then 
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I 
have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some 
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that 
did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he 
said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it 
is granted by the Father.” 
 66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 
about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 
away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You 
have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that 
you are the Holy One of God.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 

The Children’s Message                                      Pastor Axel Kaegler 
 
A Moment of Prayer               Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
                                                                                               ELW # 752 

 
The Message                                                             Pastor Axel Kaegler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
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Hymn of the Day                     When Pain of the World Surrounds Us                                                                                            
                                                                                               ELW # 704 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please kneel or sit as you are able for the prayers. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let 
us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
Holy God, you have the words of eternal life. Lead the church to put its 
trust in Jesus, the living Word. Direct preachers, teachers, writers, and 
all the baptized in faithful speech and bold witness. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Creator God, we and all creation are sustained by your Word. We pray 
for all who remind us of our interconnectedness with all living things. 
Prosper the work of conservation organizations, ELCA advocacy, and 
local climate justice advocates. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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God of wisdom, as our nation navigates another election cycle, guide 
our leaders to act justly for the sake of the world. Bring about fruitful 
conversation among your people and bring about change where you 
see fit. Sustain all who serve on juries in their deliberations. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of restoration, bring healing and wholeness to all who cry to you. 
Where pain is sharp, bring a sense of comfort and relief. Where grief 
runs deep, bring your tender mercy. Care for those on our hearts. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of new life, protect students and teachers for a new school year. 
Bring an end to school shootings and cycles of violence. Move us to do 
all that is necessary to ensure a safe future for our children. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of every generation, we remember with thanksgiving all who have 
completed their baptismal journeys. Strengthen us in our baptismal 
callings to serve you faithfully until our journey’s end. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your 
holy keeping. 
Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.  
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you 
 and to greet those who are worshipping online. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Special Music    “Though Your Sins Be of Scarlet”               Crosby 
                                                   

The Rodeheaver Singers 
Jim Brenneman, Wes Craig, Don Gutekunst,  
George Vermeire, Sally Werntz, Ken Selinger 
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Please stand.  
 

Offertory Hymn                                                                 Give Thanks 
                                                                                                TFF # 292                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer (Sung) 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us,  
and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The Sending Song                                                     You Are the Way 
                                                                                               ELW # 758                       

 
Dismissal  
 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                Online Giving 
 

To make an offering to support the work of Christ’s 
Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, you may use this QR code to access our 
site for secure online giving. 
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Your Prayers Are Invited 
 

We hope you will add the following people to your personal prayers. Those who are 
listed longer than 6 weeks can be found on the long term prayer list through the link in 
the weekly e-news or the monthly Link newsletters. To add a name to the prayer list or 
provide an update, please contact the office.   
 

Margaret Anne “Anne” Abbott (mother of Elisa Tull’s friend) 
Don Berger 
Nikki Busch (Becca Shelor’s aunt) 
Chippy the Clown (long-time friend at CLC events) 
Holly Curran (friend of Bob Kelly) 
Clyde Engle 
Paul Engstrom 
Jamie and Keith Eyre (friends of Karen Bennion) 
Gil Gavish & Family (son-in-law of Elise & Steve Seyfried) 
Beryl Gutekunst 
Paul & Rose Hill (friends of Shirley & Clyde Engle) 
Melody Maurer 
Chris Mudge 
Linda Nicholson (friend of Pat Hallman) 
Frank Quinn 
Margie Reiman (Robin Griffin’s aunt) 
Nancy Renner 
Ruth Smith 
Marvin and Kara Strossenreuther (family members of Karen Bennion) 
Nik Zitomer (Diane Polis’ nephew) 
 
 

 

The flowers on the altar today are dedicated in celebration of  
Allison & Earl Uehling’s wedding anniversary 

AND 
by Ross & Sue Frantz in celebration of Reese’s 2nd birthday! 

 

Altar Flowers  
 
We have a number of open dates for flower sponsorships! 
 
Would you like to sponsor one or both of the flower arrangements decorating 
the altar on a Sunday morning?  A sign-up sheet is available in the church 
lobby or you may contact the church office. Flower arrangements are $30 
apiece.  Thank you for your support! 
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Family Table 
 
Rally Day is Sunday September 8th!  Looking forward to seeing you all there! 
 
Confirmation 
Rising 6th graders and up!  
 
Confirmation class meets monthly after services on Sunday until 3 pm 
beginning September 15.  Contact Becca for further information at 
director-spiritualform@christs-oreland.org 
 
Our Summer Sermon Series Continues! 
 
For the end of the summer, our sermon series continues with Faith and 
Disney Films! Use these as a chance to see how to complement modern 
movies with scripture, see them with eyes of faith, and to open up 
conversations about the faith with your family! 
 
August 25th: Inside Out and the Wholeness of the Self 
September 1: Pooh’s Heffalump Movie and Moving Beyond Fear 
 
Pub Theology 
 
Please join us on the last Thursday of every month as we gather for  
Pub Theology at 7:00 pm.  Our next gathering takes place on  
Thursday, August 29 at Tannery Run Brew Works, 131 E Butler Avenue, 
Ambler.  Please RSVP to Pastor Kaegler so the restaurant has an accurate count. 
clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org. 
 
Trivia Team  
 
The Saints and Sinners Trivia Team placed 2nd of 25 teams at the August trivia 
night! 
 
The next challenge takes place on Wednesday, September 4 at Tannery Run 
Brew Works, 131 E Butler Avenue, Ambler. Trivia Nights take place on the First 
Wednesday of every month at 7:00 pm.  Interested in joining the team? Come for 
fun, fellowship and perhaps a prize or two!  RSVP to Daniel Melnick 
djmelnick328@verizon.net. 
 
“Luther” Movie 
 
Join us for a screening of the movie “Luther” out on the back lawn  
Saturday, September 14 at dusk (about 7:10 pm).  Please bring your own chairs 
or blankets to sit on.  Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
 
 

mailto:clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org
mailto:djmelnick328@verizon.net
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Wednesday Bible Study  
 
All are welcome to join us for Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at  
10:00 am in room 200 with Pastor Kaegler. Please join us as our current bible 
study explores Romans.  
 
Christ’s Lutheran Preschool 

 
We are presently accepting registrations for our September 2024-2025 Preschool 
Programs.  All programs meet from 9:00-12:00. 
 
Please contact Sally Mead, director, for more information at 215.886.4612 x 6 
Or clcpreschool@christs-oreland.org. 
 
CLC Evening Meditations 

 
Booklets, printed with the prior month’s meditations, may be found in a labeled 
container in the narthex. You are encouraged to pick up one or more copies to 
read at home and to share with family, friends and neighbors.  If you’d like the 
Tuesday and Thursday meditations delivered to your inbox, please contact the 
church office. clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org.  
 
If you’d like to join the team of CLC meditation writers, contact John Frantz 
at johnhfrantz123@gmail.com or call 215-885-4812.  
 
Digital Sound Board  
 
If you are interest in joining our sound board team, please contact  
Kathryn Steen (kathryn.steen@protonmail.com), Music Chair, or  
Rick Daniels (daniels.r@verizon.net).  
 
Home Visits 
 
If you or someone you know would like Pastor Kaegler to visit, please contact him 
at clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org or by calling the office at 215-886-4612.  
 
Nave Teaching Windows Booklet 
 
If you are interested in reading about our stained glass windows, booklets can be 
found on the ledge under the bulletin board in the lobby.  Enjoy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:clcpreschool@christs-oreland.org
mailto:clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org
mailto:johnhfrantz123@gmail.com
mailto:clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org
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FAITH IN ACTION 

 
Willow Grove Food Pantry Collection 
 
A box is located in the back of the Narthex by the "Giving Place" for donations of 
nonperishable items. 
 
Once a month, or more if needed, we will drop off any donations to the pantry. 
Please consider bringing a nonperishable item to church with you each time you 
attend. Together we can help our brothers and sisters in need. Any questions 
please email Jen at community@christs-oreland.org.                                        
 
Visitation Ministry 
 
We are looking for parishioners who want to keep homebound and hospitalized 
parishioners linked into the life of the Church through prayers, presence, and the 
sending of Holy Communion. 
 
If you have a heart for our congregation, want to listen to and treasure the lives of 
our church’s elders, and know that Jesus goes to everybody - contact Pastor 
Kaegler to join in this ministry! clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org.  Training, 
prayer and fellowship will be provided.  
 
PBJ Sandwich Donations  
 
PBJ sandwiches can be dropped off at the following times: 
 
Sunday mornings - Drop off your sandwiches in the narthex fridge when you 
come to Sunday morning services.   
Mondays - 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Coolers will be outside the chapel.  
Tuesdays - 9:00 am to 10:45 am Coolers will be outside the chapel.  
 
Please make PBJ sandwiches with plain white bread, creamy peanut butter, and 
grape jelly. Wrap sandwiches in individual sandwich baggies and leave them 
uncut. Mark your bag with the number of sandwiches enclosed. 
  
Thank you to our volunteers who pick up and deliver the sandwiches! If you’d like 
to help with delivery, please contact the church office. 
 

Thanks to your continued support of this program CLC  
donated 294 PBJ sandwiches over the last two weeks! 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:community@christs-oreland.org
mailto:clcseniorpastor@christs-oreland.org
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Christ’s Lutheran Church 
   700 East Pennsylvania Avenue + Oreland, PA 19075 

     215-886-4612 + www.christs-oreland.org   
     clcsecretary@christs-oreland.org 

   
 

Ministers                                                   The People of Christ’s Lutheran Church 
Senior Pastor                                                                     Reverend Axel Kaegler 
Director of Spiritual Formation                                                           Becca Shelor 
Director of Music                                                                                Ken Selinger 
Administrative Assistant                                                               Lorraine Pfeiffer 
Preschool Director                                                                                Sally Mead 
Sexton                                                                                                    Pete Carr 
 

Assisting Minister                                                                               Paul Zieger 
Soundboard                                                                                         Diane Polis 
Livestream                      Rick Daniels, Don Hallman, John Melnick, Paul Zieger 
Counter(s)                                                                                        Lori Stevens 
Closer                                                                                                            TBD 
Greeter(s)                                                                                                       TBD 
Assisting Minister next week                                                          Elise Seyfried                                                       

 
This Week at CLC! 

 
Sunday            9:30 am (summer schedule)            Worship at CLC and online 
 
Monday            9:30 am                                                     Monday Morning Men  
                       10:00 am – 6:00 pm                                   PBJ Collection (chapel) 
     
Tuesday          9:00 am – 10:45 am                                  PBJ Collection (chapel) 
 
Wednesday  10:00 am                                                                      Bible Study 
 
Thursday       7:00 pm                                            Pub Theology (Tannery Run) 
 
Friday             8:00 pm                                                                           AA (200) 
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